


Come and bring light to a people in darkness.  

Come, set us free from the chains we have made. 

We are your people, the flock that you tend. 

Lord, open our eyes once again. 

 

To the ones brokenhearted: Open our eyes.  

To the plight of the poor: Open our eyes. 

To the innocent children: Open our eyes. 

Teach us compassion and love. 

 

To the victims of violence: Open our eyes. 

To the ones who seek justice: Open our eyes. 

To those sitting in prison: Open our eyes. 

Teach us compassion and love. 

 

When a color divides us: Open our eyes. 

When the darkness surrounds us: Open our eyes. 

When we choose to look elsewhere: Open our eyes. 

Teach us compassion and love. 

 

To those full of life’s sorrow: Open our eyes. 

To the needs of the lowly: Open our eyes. 

To the ones who seek peace: Open our eyes. 

Teach us compassion and love. 

 

To those suffering illness: Open our eyes. 

To those trapped by addiction: Open our eyes. 

To those lost or forgotten: Open our eyes. 

Teach us compassion and love. 

 
Words and Music: Kevin Keil, © 1998 Lorenz Publishing Company.  

All rights reserved. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-718381 

 

A Community of Christ Sings resource, www.CofChrist.org/hymnal 
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 The main restrooms for this building are 
located downstairs, and have several stalls. 
There are two single-stall co-ed restrooms 
located upstairs. Please leave the upstairs 
restrooms for those with accessibility issues, 
for whom going downstairs is difficult. 

 

 For your convenience, we have provided two 
water coolers: one in the library and one in the 
music room (see map, page 6) . There are also 
two drinking fountains in the hallway. You may 
fill your own water bottle or use the paper cups 
provided, but please do not bring paper cups or 
other containers without a lid into the gym.  

 

 Saturday: Child care is available for children 
ages 11 and under, from 9:45 am to 5:30 pm (or 
when the meeting is adjourned). Please pick up 
your children during lunch. 

 Sunday: Child care is available for children ages 
11 and under, from 9:45 am to 12:30 pm (or 
when the worship service is over). 

 Please pick up your children as soon after each 
session as possible. 

 

 A number of congregations and associated 
groups have fundraising or information tables 
in the music room. Be sure to stop by on a 
break and visit! 

 

 Reservations for the in-house catered lunch 
were required ahead of time. If you purchased 
lunch, you should have picked up your lunch 
tickets during registration this morning. If you 
still need to pick up your lunch tickets, please 
visit the registration table. (A lunch menu can 

be found on page 26.) Lunch is served 
downstairs in the dining hall. Please have your 
ticket ready. 

 Seventies, High Priests (including Evangelists), 
Aaronic Ministers (including Bishops), and 
Mission Center Choir will have lunch meetings 
in assigned rooms during lunch; please allow 
them to go through the lunch line first so 
that they can get to their meetings on time.  

 If you are going out for lunch, a map of some 
nearby restaurants can be found on page 27. 

 

 Sr. High Youth and Young Adults are invited to 
Tuality Congregation (13855 SW Pacific Highway, 
Tigard, OR 97223 ) for dinner, fun and games from 
6-10 pm. For more information, contact Event 
Coordinators Carla & Erik Nilsen (503-473-
6764) or Sean Langdon (425-293-6366).  (See 
page 59.) 

 Hymnal Workshop: After dinner on your own, 
come back for a Hymnal Workshop with Jane 
Gardner, from 7:30-9 pm. Near the first 
anniversary of the release of Community of Christ 
Sings, let’s consider the impact, challenges and 
blessings of this newest member. Are you curious 
about the songs in the hymnal, how they got 
there and how they sound? We will sing familiar 
words with new music, familiar music with new 
words, global songs, and new and exciting hymns 
that challenge us to be the people God calls us to 
be. Come and share through singing, discussion 
and much more! (See page 60.) 

 

 A Conference evaluation form was distributed 
with this packet. Please fill this evaluation out 
after each session, when it is fresh in your mind. 
Please leave evaluations on the registration 
table before you depart. Your feedback helps us 
improve Conference each year! 

  



  

ane Gardner is 
president of the 
Quorum of High Priests 

and serves as a member of 
the World Church Leadership 
Council. She is director of 
Integrated Formation 
Ministries. She holds the 
priesthood office of High 
Priest. 
 Jane received a 

bachelor’s degree in music education from 
Graceland College, Lamoni, Iowa and a master’s 
degree in education from Northwest Missouri State 
University in Maryville. She is also a certified 
computing professional.  
 Jane worked in Iowa in business 
management positions, and was president of a 
reinsurance software subsidiary.  
 
 

obin Linkhart, a 
minister for 
Community of Christ, 

currently serves in the office 
of Seventy, assigned to the 
Western USA Mission Field, 
composed of seven Mission 
Centers spread over nearly 
half of the United States, 
including Alaska. She is 
President of the Sixth 

Quorum of Seventy and works closely with Apostle 
Ron Harmon to engage the church in mission. She 
also serves on the International Leaders Council, 
Theology Formation Team, Ecumenical and 
Interfaith Ministries Team, and chairs the Latter-
day Seekers Ministries Team. On special 
assignment in Utah, Robin is currently serving as 
pastor of Salt Lake City Community of Christ and 

supports a variety of new ministries along the 
Wasatch Front. 
 Prior to holding the office of Seventy, Robin 
provided ministry in the offices of Elder and High 
Priest. Her experience includes pastor, youth and 
young adult ministries, community outreach/
partnering, leadership development, and 
congregational consulting. In her prior assignment, 
she served the Western USA Mission Field as Field 
Missionary Coordinator.  
 Robin holds a bachelor’s degree in biological 
sciences from the University of Northern Colorado 
and a master’s degree in Christian ministry from 
Community of Christ Seminary. 
 
 

ohn VanDerWalker, a 
minister for 
Community of Christ, is 

Mission Research 
Assessment and Support 
Specialist for the Western 
USA Mission Field. He holds 
the priesthood office of High 
Priest. 
 His past assignments 
include Inland West USA 

Mission Center president, Bountiful USA Mission 
Center president and financial officer; Advanced 
Leadership Studies; and Pacific Region 
congregational consultant.  
 A native of Galveston, Texas, John calls 
Idaho his home state. He received his field 
minister’s certificate in 2000, and graduated with 
honors and a bachelor’s degree in history in 2005 
from Marietta College, Marietta, Ohio. He received a 
Master’s of Religion degree from Community of 
Christ Seminary in 2009. 
 Before church employment John was a self-
employed beekeeper, operating his business in 
three states: Idaho, California, and Washington. 



  



  



 A main motion must be moved, seconded, and 
stated by the Chair before it can be discussed. 

 If you approve the motion as it is, vote for it. 

 If you disapprove the motion, in toto, vote 
against it. 

 If you approve the idea of the motion, but want 
to change it in some manner, move to amend it 
by adding, deleting, or striking out a word, 
phrase, or section with a proposed substitute 
for it 

 If you want competent advice to help you to 
make your decision, move to refer the motion 
to an appropriate person or committee with 
instructions to report back. 

 If you feel that they can handle it better than 
the assembly, move to refer the motion to a 
committee with, power to act. 

 If you think that the assembly should not act on 
the motion, move that it lay on the table. 

 If you want time to think the motion over, move 
that consideration be deferred to a certain time. 

 If you think that further discussion is 
unnecessary, move the previous question. 

 If you think that the assembly should give 
further consideration to a motion referred to a 
committee, move that the motion be recalled. 

 If you think that the assembly should give 
further consideration to a matter already voted 
on, move that it be reconsidered. (This can be 
done only by persons who voted on the 
prevailing side of the decision).  

 If you think that a matter introduced is not 
germane to the matter at hand, a question of 

order may be raised.  

 Nominations are not seconded, only motions 
are seconded. 

“No legislative body (i.e. Mission Center 
Conference) can rightfully take to itself 
administrative or judicial functions, such as 
initiating calls to priesthood (clearly an 
administrative function) or trying a church 
member accused of transgression (a judicial 
function).” Rules and Resolutions, Herald House, 
1980, p. 14. 
 

“When a question is pending, a member can 
condemn the nature of likely consequences of the 
proposed measure in strong terms, but he/she 
must avoid personalities, and under no 
circumstances can he/she attack or question the 
motives of another member...” Robert's Rules of 
Order (Revised), Scott, Foreman & Co., 1970, p. 331.  

  



  

Membership:  
 < 60 = 2 
 60-119 = 4 
 120-239 = 6 
 240-480 = 8 
 > 480 = 10 

GPNW Congregation Sept. 2014 Membership MC Conference Delegates 

Albany, OR 80 4 

Auburn, WA 218 6 

Bend, OR 173 6 

Bremerton, WA 137 6 

Cottage Grove, OR 48 2 

Cowlitz Valley, WA 108 4 

Crystal Springs, WA 396 8 

East Wenatchee, WA 37 2 

Ellensburg, WA 42 2 

Eugene, OR 245 8 

Fairbanks, AK 71 4 

Garden Grove, WA 139 6 

Highland Park, WA 134 6 

Klamath Falls, OR 41 2 

Lower Columbia, OR 6 2 

Mat-Su Valley, AK 28 2 

Mossy Rock, WA 7 2 

Myrtle Point, OR 89 4 

Neilton, WA 21 2 

Olympia, WA 79 4 

Portland, OR 558 10 

Puyallup, WA 243 8 

Rainier Valley, WA 86 4 

Redmond, OR 76 4 

Renton, WA 223 6 

Rogue Valley, OR 131 6 

Roseburg, OR 56 2 

Salem, OR 128 6 

Samish, WA 76 4 

Selah, WA 43 2 

Sequim, WA 6 2 

Southridge, WA 183 6 

Tuality CC, OR 301 8 

University Place, WA 214 6 

Woodburn, OR 68 4 

Woodland Park, WA 159 6 

Yakima, WA 40 2 

MC Council & Officers   10 

MC Field Ministers   6 

Total   184 



  

Songs of Invitation: ............................................................................................................................................. Congregation 
CCS #276: All Are Welcome 
CCS #286: Let Justice Flow Down 
CCS #285: For Everyone Born 
 

Welcome & Introductions .................................................................................................................... Christie Ostendorp 
 
Flag Ceremony ..................................................................................................................... GPNW-USA MC Congregations 
 
Call to Worship: Psalm 95:1-7 .................................................................................................................... Haley Simonsen 
 
Hymn:  

*CCS #287: Come and Bring Light ..................................................................................................... Congregation  
 

*Invocation/Pass the Peace ................................................................................................................ Christie Ostendorp 
*Sung Response, CCS #309: Put Peace into Each Other’s Hands, verse 2 ........................... Congregation 

 
Scripture Reading: Colossians 3:14-17 ................................................................................................. Paige Webberley 
 
Testimony ................................................................................................................................................................. Jane Gardner 
 
Hymn: 

CSS #330: Summoned by the God Who Made Us .......................................................................... Congregation  
 
Disciples’ Generous Response .................................................................................................................... John Stephens 
 
*Hymn:  

CCS #49: Wind Upon the Waters, verses 1, 4, 5 ............................................................................ Congregation  
 
*Benediction........................................................................................................................................................ Steve Pomeroy 

*Response 
 

*Postlude  
 
*Congregation stands if possible 
CCS=Community of Christ Sings Hymnal 
 
Lead Musician/Pianist: ......................................................................................................................................... Mary Richardson 
Head Usher ............................................................................................................................................................................. Jeff Weaver 
Bagpipe: ............................................................................................................................................................... Christian Skoorsmith 
Drums: ............................................................................................................................................................................... Tom Needham 
Flag Ceremony Coordinator: ........................................................................................................................... Christie Ostendorp 
Planner/Presider .................................................................................................................................................. Christie Ostendorp 
 
 

 Break—Delegate Orientation convenes at 11 am. 

…



  

Meditative Scripture 
Open my eyes so I can examine the wonders of your Instruction!  —Psalm 119:16 (Common Eng-
lish Bible)  

 
Prelude .................................................................................................................................................................... Cathy Boyer 
 
Welcome, Introductions and Announcements .................................................Kathy Sharp and Shari Amos 
 
*Hymn:  

CCS #207: Creator of Sunrises ....................................................................................................... Congregation 
 
*Invocation 
*Piano Response 
  
Delegate Orientation ................................................................................................................Kathy Sharp, pages 8-9 
 
Financial Officer’s Report, Presentation and Review of 2014  
Financial Reports and 2015 Mission Center Budget ........................................ Bill McFarlin, pages 12-23 
 
Introduction of Resolutions:  

Alaska Travel Fund Replenishment ........................................................................... Bill McFarlin, page 24 
Discipleship NOW in GPNW ............................................... Kathy Sharp/Christian Skoorsmith, page 25 

 
*Hymn:  

CCS #69: We Limit Not the Truth of God .................................................................................... Congregation  
 
*Benediction ........................................................................................................................................ John VanDerWalker 

*Response 
 
*Congregation stands if possible 
CCS=Community of Christ Sings Hymnal 
 
Facilitating ................................................................................................................................................ Mission Center Officers 
Lead Musician/Pianist ............................................................................................................................................... Cathy Boyer 
Head Usher ....................................................................................................................................................................... Jeff Weaver 
Planner............................................................................................................................................................................. Kathy Sharp 
 

 Please fill out your evaluation form after each session, when it is fresh in your mind. 
 Parents, please pick up your child promptly from child care for lunch. Child care resumes at 1:50 pm.  
 Lunch on your own or catered lunch for those with meal tickets in downstairs dining hall.  
 Seventies, High Priests, all Aaronic ministers and Mission Center Choir are meeting onsite in an-

nounced areas. If you are attending one of these meetings and have a meal ticket, please proceed to 
the front of the lunch line so that you can get to your meeting quickly.  

 Lunch is a great time to check out the fundraising and informational tables in the Music Room! 
 Delegate Alternates: if you have NOT checked in at the registration table for a congregational as-

signment, please do so immediately following this session.  
 Business Meeting convenes promptly at 2 pm. 

…



t continues to be an honor to work with 
each of you in our shared calling with Christ 
to live out God’s mission in the world. As we 

strive together, may we always be aware of the 
gracious and generous nature of the Creator and 
Sustainer of the Universe. May our lives be a faith-
ful reflection of that grace and generosity in a 
world longing for hope. This report and the other 
financial reports and documents found in this con-
ference packet are an attempt to share with you a 
view of the status of the resources that we have 
been given the responsibility to steward.  
 

 Over the past two years, I have been work-
ing intentionally with some key leaders within the 
Mission Center to develop resources and strategies 
to help all of us in the GPNW become more deeply 
immersed in the culture of DGR. The term 
“acculturation” fits perfectly, but may be confusing 
for some. If it helps, think of it as intentional, ongo-
ing conversations about how we can more fully and 
deeply immerse one another in the principles and 
the living out of generosity, gratitude, stewardship 
and true capacity. 
 I would like to continue that conversation 
with our congregations and encourage you to in-
vite me back to your congregation to keep the con-
versation going. I would also like to “deputize” as 
many as are interested to keep these important 
discipleship principles living in the heart of our 
congregations and families. Thank you for being 
willing to keep the conversation going. 
  

 From the beginning of the Bold Moves Grant 
program in 2009 until 10/16/2014, $102,011 has 

been disbursed toward the $118,518 in approved 
grants. These funds, through your generosity, have 
encouraged and supported innovative and compas-
sionate missional ministries from one end of the 
Mission Center to the other. 
 

 The balance of the loan in round numbers 
will be about $250,000 at the end of this year, with 
interest accruing at a rate of about $1,250/month 
on the current balance. The deadline for payment 
in full is 1/1/2020. 
 

 The Alaska Travel Fund Resolution, ap-
proved in 2011, required a report back to the Mis-
sion Center Conference in three years. This is part 
of that report. Between January 2012 and Septem-
ber 2014, 19 persons accessed the fund a total of 
51 times. The fund was used for travel to and from 
events and activities such as Mission Center Con-
ference, youth camp, youth camp counseling, Spec-
tacular, Evangelist Blessing, ordination, World Con-
ference, Alaska Task Force, workshops and re-
treats. It has been clear during those 32 months 
that the fund has been used very judiciously by 
those who have accessed it. Their stewardship has 
extended the fund well beyond initial expectations 
and has allowed more ministry to be given, re-
ceived and shared than would have occurred oth-
erwise. 
 The starting balance of the fund was $65,000. 
$11,614 was used in 2012, $20,786 in 2013 and $6,293 
in 2014 as of August 31, for a total used of $38,693 and 
a remaining balance of $26,307. 
 

 During 2014, we held 13 youth camps, five 

  

Free the full capacity of Christ’s mission through generosity that imitates God’s generosity. Discover deep 
joy and life’s meaning by promoting divine purposes on Earth. Listen to the testimonies of those who are 

responding and follow your soul’s yearning to come home to God’s grace and generosity.  
—Words of Counsel given by President Veazey at 2013 World Conference 



family or adult reunions, and numerous retreats. 
This year, the Mission Center (you) budgeted and 
provided $33,000 in support of youth ministries. In 
addition, through your congregations, you support-
ed your youth campers by providing more than an-
other $12,000 toward the cost of their camps. Your 
support of these young people allows them to in-
vite their friends to most events for free and helps 
make our youth events more affordable for all. In 
addition, there is immeasurable value brought to 
the camping program from the cadre of volunteers 
who generously share their time and energy to 
help the camping program be successful and cost-
effective. 
 A statistical analysis of the income sources 
for youth camps this year shows that 91% of camp-
ers benefited from Early-Birds, 2-for-1s, camper-
ships and/or congregational camperships. 40% of 
our youth campers invited a friend to camp or 
were invited to camp by a friend. The average 
camper (or their parents) had to cover about 41% 
of the cost of camp after those other funding 
sources are factored in. That means a $299 camp 
costs a camper (or their parents) $123 (on aver-
age).  
 

 During 2013, over 98% of allocations were 
received. Two congregations were unable to pay 
their allocation that year. As of 10/16/2014, over 
98% of allocations have been received for this year. 
Thank you to those congregations who paid their 
allocation earlier in the year, as this helps the cash-
flow over the course of the entire year. Thanks to 
all congregations for your ongoing support of the 
ministries of the Mission Center and our shared 
mission. The Roseburg, OR and Selah, WA congre-
gations continue to struggle financially, and we 
continue our work with them to help find a path 
forward that is more sustainable. 
 

 For the past two years, the Mission Center 
budget has included an income line for contribu-

tions from congregations who may have additional 
capacity that is not factored into the allocation for-
mula (e.g. rental income and/or investment earn-
ings). During 2014, we have all benefited from the 
generosity of the Albany, Crystal Springs, Fair-
banks, Portland and Woodland Park congregations. 
Combined, they have contributed $6,500 for this 
purpose. We are grateful for their ongoing congre-
gational generosity that supports our collective 
mission and ministries. 
 If your congregation has been blessed with 
additional financial capacity, consider sharing a 
portion of that in support of the other congrega-
tions of the Mission Center through the Congrega-
tional Generosity budget income line for 2015. 
 

 Your Mission Center's annual budget de-
pends on contributions from members, friends and 
congregations. As of the end of August this year, 
the Mission Center has received over $18,000 in 
contributions from generous members and friends 
of the church. You can contribute to support the 
ongoing mission of your Mission Center by using 
one or more of at least five different methods:  
1. Designate the Mission Center on the left side of 

your offering envelope or on your check, as part 
of your contributions through your congrega-
tion; 

2. Set up a Pre-Authorized Transfer (PAT) contri-
bution online and designate the Mission Center 
on the left side of the form: https://
www.formrouter.net/forms@COFC/
PATauthorizationForm.pdf; 

3. Send a check (made out to “Community of 
Christ”) directly to the office of the Mission Cen-
ter Financial Officer (2721 NW 117th Cir, Van-
couver WA 98685); 

4. Click the "Give" button near the top of the 
GPNW website: www.cofchrist-gpnw.org to 
give via PayPal; 

5. Contribute during the worship services at this 
Mission Center Conference. 

 

  

https://www.formrouter.net/forms@COFC/PATauthorizationForm.pdf
https://www.formrouter.net/forms@COFC/PATauthorizationForm.pdf
https://www.formrouter.net/forms@COFC/PATauthorizationForm.pdf
http://www.cofchrist-gpnw.org/


 The table above is a compilation of contri-
bution data of all congregations of the GPNW over 
the past seven years. This reflects contributions 
made to only the Congregational Ministries pur-
pose code—it does not include building fund or 
any other local or Mission Center contributions. 
The other thing to note is that a Contributor Unit is 
counted as one (1) for a single person and one (1) 
for a married couple. 
 The trends are fairly clear and I am hesitant 
to share this information in this way, but it is im-
portant for us all to be realistic in our understand-
ing of the challenges facing our congregations and 
the church in general. There are no easy answers to 
the cause of the trends, but some likely factors in-
clude: losses due to deaths, moves from the area, 
decreases in participation, some congregations 
meeting less often, response to church policies, 
congregational leadership fatigue, congregations 
closing/merging, local-regional-national-
international economic issues, and the status of 
Christianity in general in the U.S. 
 In spite of the financial reality this reflects, 
there are a couple of positive observations: 1) 
among those who are contributors, their contribu-
tions are keeping pace with inflation; and, 2) 2014 
is the third year in a row that we have not lost a 
congregation to a closure or merger. We must ad-
dress the financial challenges before the church, 
but we must also not be afraid as we do. Through 
scripture, we have been repeatedly reminded to 
“fear not.” I am hopeful that we will remain strong 
in faith as we move into the future. 
 

 Our AIP “A” fund continues to exceed expec-
tations. The earnings for four out of the five calen-
dar years of 2009-2013 exceeded 10%. The earn-
ings for CY2013 were $12.78%. As a procedural 
note, the earnings for each calendar year are post-
ed to the general ledger of the Mission Center at 
the end of that calendar year. (i.e. 2013 earnings 
are included in the 2013 Balance Sheet, but 2014 
earnings have not yet been recorded.) 
 

 The OIF serves the following important pur-
poses for the Mission Center: earning income to 
support the operating fund, funding church expan-
sion and plants, covering the cost of maintaining 
and selling Mission Center properties (and, when 
required, congregational properties), and funding 
Operating Reserves, Bold Moves Grants and the 
Alaska Travel Fund. The composition of the Oper-
ating Investment Fund (OIF) as of 12/31/2013 can 
be found on the bottom of the proposed 2015 Mis-
sion Center Budget on page 16. 
 

 The Seaside, OR and Vashon Island, WA 
properties were sold earlier this year for $105,000 
and $17,000, respectively. The net proceeds of 
each sale were deposited in the GPNW AIP account 
and show up in the balance of the OIF. 
 Work toward a preliminary plat approval 
continues on the Bellevue, WA property. We antici-
pate marketing it soon after the questions regard-
ing sewer, access, trees, etc. are answered. Current 
estimates put that at mid-2015; however, that is 

Year 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 % Change 

Contributions $641,795  $650,476  $627,634  $504,265  $579,180  $592,235  $555,181  -13.50% 

Contributor Units 641 607 604 507 541 503 491 -23.40% 

$/Contributor Unit $1,001  $1,072  $1,039  $995  $1,071  $1,177  $1,131  12.93% 

Inflation on $1,000 $1,000  $1,038  $1,035  $1,052  $1,085  $1,107  $1,124  12.35% 

# of Congregations 39 39 39 36 35 34 34 -12.82% 

  



dependent upon the responsiveness of the City of 
Bellevue. 
 The Lake Louise, AK property has been on 
the market again—currently listed at $139,900. 
The restrictions placed on the property by the Bu-
reau of Land Management (BLM) limits sale to only 
a non-profit organization. With that restriction, an 
abundance of property in Alaska and not a lot of 
non-profits with money, the number of prospective 
buyers is extremely limited. 
 The property in Lincoln City, OR remains on 
the market and is currently listed at $324,000. It 
seems that the real estate market in smaller Ore-
gon communities has been slow to rebound. 
 The 1/6 acre parcel near Raymond, WA 
(Pacific County) remains a challenge. The neigh-
bors are not interested in acquiring the property, 
no broker is willing to list it, and it is valued at no 
more than $2,000. 
 

 I would like to take this moment to thank 
those who help with the many financial transac-
tions related to camps, reunions, retreats and other 
events of the Mission Center. Stella Myers, Kelly 
Mongrain, Don & Sydney Brady and Karen 
Sundstrom serve as Event Assistants to the Mis-
sion Center Financial Officer, dealing with the reg-
istration fees and reimbursement requests related 
to many of our numerous events each year. Thanks 
so much for all you do! 
 

 The Finance Committee members serve as 
advisors to the Mission Center leadership and are 
particularly effective at providing insight into is-
sues that the Mission Center Financial Officer deals 
with on a regular basis. They have no administra-
tive or legislative authority, but are individuals 
with substantial skills and knowledge in the areas 
of accounting, real estate, investment, business 
management and Disciples’ Generous Response. I 
am very grateful for their service to the Mission 

Center, and we will all have an opportunity to ex-
press our appreciation during this conference. 
 

 We care about our children and youth. Be-
cause we care, we continue to be vigilant in our 
support of the church’s policies and procedures 
that help protect our young people. This past year, 
there has been a net increase of 22 registered 
youth workers, bringing the total number for our 
Mission Center to 1,144. All new registered youth 
workers are being trained prior to their approval 
and all current registered youth workers are ex-
pected to review the current guidelines annually 
via a session provided by your pastor or through 
training sessions provided across the Mission Cen-
ter by Sean Langdon and Christie Ostendorp. Our 
collective efforts to provide safe and meaningful 
ministry within our congregations and at our 
events for children and youth are transformative in 
their lives. Thanks for making a difference in their 
world. 
 

 For your hearts and voices, your compas-
sionate caring, your time and energy and all you 
are and all you share with a world in need of God’s 
love, thank you. 
 
With gratitude, 
 
William E. McFarlin, Bishop 
Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center  
Financial Officer 

  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  

WHEREAS, the Alaska Travel Fund was established by action of the 2011 Greater Pacific Northwest 

(USA) Mission Center Conference to facilitate ministry with, to and from Alaskans; and 

WHEREAS, the Fund was initially funded by the Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center with 

$65,000, with the expectation that it would be reevaluated after three years; and 

WHEREAS, a report of the Fund’s usage over the past three years has been provided for reference to 

conference delegates; and 

WHEREAS, the Fund balance has decreased over the past three years as expected due to usage; 

therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center Conference authorizes additional 

funding in the amount of $30,000 from its Operating Investment Fund to replenish the Alaska Travel 

Fund; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that this Fund will continue to be used in the manner designated in the formational 

resolution of the Fund in 2011; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center leadership will reevaluate the 

viability of the Fund and bring a report to the annual Mission Center Conference regarding its use by no 

later than 2017. 



  

WHEREAS, there is always a need for deepened and expanded understanding of discipleship and 

opportunities for putting discipleship into practice; and 

WHEREAS, Discipleship NOW is a three-year intensive program for discipleship formation with six or 

seven weekend retreats, each on a specific mission-related theme taught by Community of Christ 

experts and supported by local mentors, and concludes with a one-year mission project led by each 

participant; and  

WHEREAS, Discipleship NOW already has been fruitfully implemented many times in other Mission 

Centers in the Western Field and has promoted deeper exploration and real-world application of 

Christian discipleship in the contemporary world; and 

WHEREAS, the Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center enjoys a diverse membership 

interested in deeper discipleship and many experienced, proficient ministers, teachers and mentors to 

support Discipleship NOW; and 

WHEREAS, participation in Discipleship NOW requires significant sacrifice by participants, including 

investments of time, money, preparation, faith, retreat attendance, spiritual reflection and mission 

creativity and practice in their home communities over three years; and  

WHEREAS, providing funding to reduce the costs of the program demonstrates a faithful desire and 

commitment by Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center members to invest in these disciples; 

and  

WHEREAS, the Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center has sufficient financial reserves in its 

Operating Investment Fund to invest in this program and its disciples, and the costs for each year of 

Discipleship NOW will vary widely by year, making it impractical to budget it as a fixed annual 

operational cost; therefore be it 

RESOLVED, that the Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center create a first cohort of Discipleship 

NOW beginning in 2015; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center establish a fund of $10,000 from 

its Operating Investment Fund to be accessed in 2015 and years following to subsidize costs associated 

with the program, such as instructor travel expenses, materials, local staff coordination, participant 

scholarships, retreat facility and food, and other considerations; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that a report be made to the annual Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center 

Conference, on the success, accomplishments and evaluation of the Discipleship NOW program by no 

later than 2017. 



  



he majority of restaurants are in the 
area of Mall 205, or on the way there 
or back to the church. 

 
 Mexican – Baja Fresh 
 Fast Food – McDonald’s, Burger King, Arby’s, 
Jack-in-the-Box, Taco Bell 

 Italian and Pizza – Olive Garden, Old Chicago, 
Flying Pie Pizzeria, Wall Street Pizza, Stark 
Street Pizza Co. 

 Family Restaurants – Red Robin, Elmer’s, Vil-
lage Inn, Denny’s, McMenamin’s, Laurelhurst 
Cafe  (includes gluten-free options) 

 Asian – Panda Express, Bon Teriyaki 
 Steak and Chicken – Saylor’s Old Country 
Kitchen 

 Buffet – Hometown Buffet 
 Fish – Newport Seafood Grill 
 Coffee – Coffee’s On, Starbucks, Bi-Partisan 
Cafe  

 

 From the church, go west on Couch Street 
 Turn left (south) on 47th Street. 
 Turn left at Burnside (1st light). 

 After 67th Street, veer right at the light; you 
will be on Gilham Street, which turns into 
Thorburn Street, which eventually turns into 
S.E. Washington. 

 Stay on Washington – becomes a one-way 
street. 

 Most of the restaurants are after you cross 
Hwy. 205. 

 
To return to the church, take SE Stark Street, 
which hooks up to Burnside; turn left. Watch 
the lanes, as some run out. 
 
There are also many services in this area if you 
need them, such as Target, Home Depot and 
Mall 205. If you need a drug store or grocery 
store, here are the closest ones: 
 
 Walgreen’s – Burnside and 82nd Street (east 
of church) 

 Fred Meyer – Glisan and 66th Street (Glisan is 
4-5 blocks north of the church, then go east) 

 QFC Grocery – Burnside and 55th St. (about 8 
blocks) 

  



Meditative Scripture  
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. On those living in a pitch-dark land, light 
has dawned. You have made the nation great; you have increased its joy. They rejoiced before you 
as with joy at the harvest. —Isaiah 9:2d-3a (Common English Bible) 
  

*Opening Praise Hymns: 
 CCS #332: Sing of Colors (De Colores) ........................................................................................... Congregation 
 CCS #338 (CR): Kanisa Litajengwa (Oh, Who Will Build the Church Now?) .................... Congregation 
 
Welcome and Call to Order ............................................................................................................................ Kathy Sharp 
Announcements ..................................................................................................................................................... Shari Amos 
*Hymn:  
 CCS #167: Be Thou My Vision  .......................................................................................................... Congregation 
*Invocation ............................................................................................................................................................... Jarom Mills 
*Sung Response: 
 CCS #117 (CR): Alleluia (Sinclair) .................................................................................................. Congregation 
 
Approval of Minutes: 

November 2, 2013 (Annual Mission Center Conference) ....................................................... pages 32-35 
 
Reports: 

Mission Center President’s Annual Report ............................................................... Kathy Sharp, pages 36-40 
For more information on Mission Center Reports, see the following written reports: 
 Alaska Mission Initiative Report ................................................................................................................ page 45 

Bend Congregation Loan Report ............................................................................................................... page 46 
Bold Moves Grants Report ........................................................................................................................... page 47 
Campground Association & Reunion Reports: Lewis River, Remote, Samish ................ pages 48-50 
Leading Congregations in Mission Report ............................................................................................. page 51 
Orphans Africa Report ................................................................................................................................... page 52 
Northwest Singles Report ............................................................................................................................ page 53 
Spectacular and IYF Report ......................................................................................................................... page 53 
Youth Camping Team Report ............................................................................................................... page 54-56 
Youth Caravan Report.................................................................................................................................... page 57 
Young Adults Report ...................................................................................................................................... page 58 

Acceptance of Financial Report ................................................................................................................ Bill McFarlin 
Staff and Volunteer Transitions and Recognition ............................................. Kathy Sharp/Robin Linkhart 

 Stan Corrington, Mission Center Council 
 Bob Dobkins, Self-sustaining Congregational Support Minister  
 Mike Bessonette, SPEC Staff 

New Ministry, Staff & Volunteers: 
 Mary Richardson, Music Specialist 
 Joanie and Stephen Smith, Self-sustaining Congregational Support Ministers 
 Val Walker, Portland Pastor 

Presentation of Seventy Certificates 
*Hymn:  
 CCS #209: Lord, Lead Me By Your Spirit ....................................................................................... Congregation 
 

…

  



New Business 
 Sustaining of Mission Center Officers ....................................................................... Seventy Robin Linkhart 

Letters of Appointment by World Church Officers ..................................................... pages 41-42 
 Sustaining of Mission Center Recorder ........................................................................................... Kathy Sharp 
 Sustaining of Mission Center Council ............................................................................................... Kathy Sharp 

The Council serves as an advisory body to the Mission Center President, Financial Officer 
and Mission Coordinator on matters affecting the core functions of the Mission Center. The 
following names are submitted for consideration and approval for 2015: 
 Roschell Farnsworth, Teacher, Oregon  
 Jim Lloyd, High Priest, Oregon 
 Nancy McManus, Priest, Alaska 
 Jarom Mills, Teacher, Oregon 
 Todd Sargeant, Elder, Washington 
 Brenda Sargent, High Priest, Washington 
 Representative from Washington to be appointed (new) 

 Recognition of Mission Center Finance Committee ................................................................... Bill McFarlin  
The Finance Committee is an advisory group for Mission Center leadership regarding finan-
cial issues. The following names are submitted for consideration and approval for 2015: 
 Doug Brown, Elder, Oregon 
 Stan Corrington, Evangelist, Washington  
 Cheryl Davis, Elder, Alaska 
 Dan Jackson, Elder, Washington 
 Terry Richardson, High Priest, Washington (new) 
 John Stephens, Bishop, Oregon 
 Debbie Sullivan, Member, Oregon 
Thanks to Lowell Davis, Bishop, for his service on the Finance Committee through early 2014. 

 Sustaining of Youth Camping Team .................................................................................................. Kathy Sharp 
The Youth Camping Team promotes Christian communities in our children and youth camps 
and retreats at three campgrounds, Caravan and SPEC Northwest delegation. It assists the 
Director of Youth Camping with providing training, resources, recruitment of directors and 
assistance with recruitment of camp staff, leadership in development of discipleship pro-
grams, and it sets policies to enable a healthy and safe camping environment. The following 
names are submitted for consideration and approval for 2015: 
 Director of Youth Camping: Sean Langdon 
 Lewis River Representatives: Brenda Sargent, Jeff Weaver (new), Dianne          

Webberley 
 Remote Representatives: Diane Cardwell, Dee Robino (new), Christina Simonsen 

(new) 
 Samish Island Representatives: Laura Fish, Rick Naten, Dorothy Wilgus 
Thanks to Jody Barnhart, Eleanor Bessonette and Mary Schlenker for their service on 
the Youth Camping Team in 2014. 

*Hymn:  
 CCS #373: Church of Christ Now Poised Anew ........................................................................... Congregation 
 
 Consideration of 2015 Budget ........................................................................................Bill McFarlin, page 16 
 Alaska Mission Initiative Report ..................................................................... John VanDerWalker, page 45 
 Consideration of Resolution to Replenish Alaska Travel Fund ...........................Kathy Sharp, page 24   
 Consideration of Resolution to Fund Discipleship NOW ........................................Kathy Sharp, page 25  
 
Motion to Recess and Reconvene in 20 minutes 

  



*Hymn: 
 CCS #336: Who is My Mother, Who is My Brother? ................................................................... Congregation 
Break 
 
Call to Order ...........................................................................................................................................................Kathy Sharp 
*Hymn:  
 CCS #5: Bring Many Names ............................................................................................................... Congregation 
 
Presentation of Priesthood Calls ....................................................... Kathy Sharp and Seventy Robin Linkhart 
 Scripture Reading ............................................................................................................................. Brook O’Keefe 

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ And I said, 
‘Here am I; send me!’ —Isaiah 6:8 (NRSV) 

 Hymn:  
CCS #509: At the Heart of Sacred Calling, verse 1 .................................................... Congregation  

 
 Call to the Office of Seventy for Sean Langdon (Eugene Congregation): 

Through the testimony of the Holy Spirit, World Church Leadership has approved a call to Seventy for 
Sean Langdon. This call is presented for you to sustain. 

Testimony of Sean Langdon’s Call from Apostle Harmon ............................... Seventy Robin Linkhart 
Testimony by Candidate Sean Langdon ........................................... Written Testimony, page 43 
Affirming Testimonies 
Sustaining by Conference 

Hymn:  
 CCS #509: At the Heart of Sacred Calling, verse 2 ................................................................... Congregation 
 

Call to the Office of Seventy for Dorothy Wilgus (Puyallup Congregation): 
Through the testimony of the Holy Spirit, World Church Leadership has approved a call to Seventy 
for Dorothy Wilgus.  

Testimony of Dorothy Wilgus’ Call from Apostle Harmon ................................ Seventy Robin Linkhart 
Testimony by Candidate Dorothy Wilgus ....................................... Written Testimony, page 44 
Affirming Testimonies 
Sustaining by Conference 

 Prayer of Support for all Seventy ............................................. President of Seventy, Robin Linkhart 
 
Closing Remarks ............................................................................................................................................... Kathy Sharp 
*Sending Forth Hymn:  
 CCS #639: Your Cause Be Mine ..................................................................................................... Congregation 
 
*Benediction on Business Session ...................................................................................................... Todd Sargeant 
*Piano Response 
Meeting Adjourned 
Recessional 
 
*Congregation stands if possible 
CCS=Community of Christ Sings Hymnal; CR=Core Repertoire 
 
Facilitating ............................................................................................................................................... Mission Center Officers 
Lead Musician/Pianist ............................................................................................................................................... Cathy Boyer 
Head Usher ....................................................................................................................................................................... Jeff Weaver 
Planner ............................................................................................................................................................................. Kathy Sharp 

  



 Now—If you aren’t returning for Sunday services, please be sure to fill out and leave your Confer-
ence Evaluation in the box at the Registration table.   

 6-10 pm— Sr. High Youth and Young Adults are invited to Tuality Congregation (13855 SW Pacific 
Highway, Tigard, OR 97223 ) for dinner, fun and games. For more information, contact Event Coor-
dinators Carla & Erik Nilsen (503-473-6764) or Sean Langdon (425-293-6366). (See page 59.) 

 7:30-9 pm—Hymnal Workshop: After dinner on your own, come back to Portland Congregation 
for a Hymnal Workshop with Jane Gardner. Near the first anniversary of the release of Community 
of Christ Sings, let’s consider the impact, challenges and blessings of this newest member. Are you cu-
rious about the songs in the hymnal, how they got there and how they sound? We will sing familiar 
words with new music, familiar music with new words, global songs, and new and exciting hymns that 
challenge us to be the people God calls us to be. Come and share through singing, discussion and much 
more! (See page 60.) 

 7:30-9:15 am Sunday—Pastors’ Breakfast: Open Our Eyes…To the Flock That You Tend, at The 
Grotto (8840 NE Skidmore Street, Portland OR 97220) Presenters include President of Seventy 
Robin Linkhart, Ecumenical and Interfaith Officer Dale Luffman, Western Field Mission Specialist 
John VanDerWalker, Mission Center President Kathy Sharp, and fellow pastors.  

 9:30-10:40 am Sunday—HymnFest: Open Our Eyes...Once Again. Be sure to join us Sunday morn-
ing for a singing worship—moving with the Spirit through some familiar tunes and a number of 
songs new to this hymnal. Come prepared to worship through testimony, scripture and song, as we 
center ourselves and bless this space for the sacrament service to follow. (See page 60.) 

 11 am Sunday— Ordination Worship: Open Our Eyes...Teach Us Compassion and Love. Our 11 am 
Sunday morning Ordination service will feature High Priest Jane Gardner leading the congrega-
tion in Dwelling in the Word and President of Seventy Robin Linkhart giving the Call to Mission 
and the charge to ordinands Sean Langdon and Dorothy Wilgus, both to Seventy. Enjoy perfor-
mances by a Mission Center Choir and a special Youth Choir! 

 12:30 pm Sunday—Conference will be adjourned by 12:30 pm.  

  



Minutes 
Annual Conference—November 2, 2013 

Business Session 
Portland Congregation 

reater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Cen-
ter President Kathy Sharp welcomed dele-
gates and participants, and acknowledged 

and introduced the technical staff, Conference staff, 
musicians and visiting minister, Apostle Ron Har-
mon. The Business Session was officially called to 
order at 2 pm. Following Conference announce-
ments by Shari Amos and singing of “Summoned by 
the God Who Made Us,” Jarom Mills (Salem) of-
fered the invocation. 
  

Annual Conference—November 3, 2012 
Business Session 
Portland Congregation 
 Minutes of the annual GPNW Mission Center 
Conference Business Meeting held on November 3, 
2012, were provided in Conference materials. It 
was moved by Donna Tooze (Portland) and se-
conded that the minutes be approved as posted. By 
show of hands, the motion carried unanimously. 
  
Special Conference—July 12, 2013 
Sustaining of Priesthood Call 
Samish Island Campground, Bow WA 
 Minutes of the GPNW Mission Center Special 
Conference on July 12, 2013, were provided in Con-
ference materials. Laird Smith (Tuality) requested 
a correction to the Minutes to accurately reflect the 
Priesthood call in question from Evangelist to High 
Priest; it was then moved by Deloris Campbell 
(rep. Yakima) and seconded that the minutes be 
approved as amended. By show of hands, the mo-
tion carried. 
  
Special Conference—July 14, 2013 
Sustaining of Priesthood Calls 
Eugene, OR 
 Minutes of the GPNW Mission Center Special 

Conference on July 14, 2013, were provided in Con-
ference materials. It was moved by Jill Reents 
(Eugene) and seconded that the minutes be ap-
proved as posted. By show of hands, the motion 
carried. 
 

Mission Center President’s Annual Report 
 Kathy Sharp presented the President’s An-
nual Report as printed in the Conference bulletin. 
The report incorporated our theme “For Everyone 
Born” and emphasized the five Mission Initiatives. 
The report was accepted without objection as sub-
mitted and printed. The Chair also ruled that each 
of the following reports be received and accepted 
by the body with no objection: 
  
Other Reports Presented and Accepted 
 Alaska Mission Research, Assessment and Sup-

port Interim, John VanDerWalker 
 Bend Congregation Loan Report, Shawn Sahl-

berg 
 Bold Moves Grants Report, Steve Pomeroy 
 Campground Association and Reunion Reports: 

Lewis River, Remote, Samish Island 
 Orphans Africa Report, Michele Torrey 
 Spectacular Report, Mike Bessonette 
 Young Adults Report, Sean Langdon 
 Youth Camping Team Report, Sean Langdon 
 Youth Caravan Report, Jody Barnhart 
 
 Shawn Sahlberg (Bend) provided brief 
comments on the Bend Congregation Loan Re-
port, explaining that although the Bend Task Force 
was unable to extend funding for Craig Perryman 
to continue as their congregational support minis-
ter, Bend Congregation remains fully committed to 
maximizing their mission and earning potential of 
their property and will continue pursuing this goal. 
Craig has accepted the position of Pastor of the Or-

  



ange, CA, congregation, effective Nov. 1. 
Mission Center Financial Officer’s Report 
 Bill McFarlin presented the MCFO Annual 
Report, as printed in the Conference bulletin and 
reviewed during the Delegate Orientation and Dis-
cussion. It was accepted, following identification of 
one typographical error, without further objection 
as submitted and printed.  
  

 President Kathy Sharp expressed apprecia-
tion for the depth of skill represented in the Mis-
sion Center staff and those that serve on various 
committees or in other Mission Center roles.  
 Kathy recognized those individuals moving 
into new areas of responsibility, as well as those 
who are stepping down after many years of service 
or shifting to part-time: 
 David Graybill, new self-sustaining Congrega-

tional Support Minister 
 Sean Langdon, taking on additional congrega-

tional support ministry 
 John Smallwood, new self-sustaining Congre-

gational Support Minister 
 Susan and Tom Webber, Northwest Singles 

leadership 
 Recognition of the following individuals as they 

stepped down from their previous responsibili-
ties: Mike Bessonette, Mission Center Mission 
Coordinator (changing to part-time); Bob Dob-
kins, now self-sustaining Congregational Sup-
port Minister for two congregations; Betty & 
Ken Fernandes, Northwest Singles leadership; 
Glen Fishel, Samish Island Campground Board 
President; and Craig Perryman, Bend Congre-
gational Support Minister. 

 

 Sustaining of Mission Center Officers 
 Apostle Ron Harmon assumed the chair. He 
brought greetings from the First Presidency and 
the Council of Twelve, and added his personal ap-
preciation for the past work of the Mission Center 
officers and for the quality of all GPNW staff. 

 Mission Center President 
 Apostle Harmon read the First Presidency’s 
letter recommending that the Conference sustain 
the appointment of Kathryn Sharp as President of 
the GPNW Mission Center. 
 It was moved by Patti Bowman (Salem) 
and seconded that the Conference sustain the ap-
pointment of Kathryn Sharp as President of the 
Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center. By 
show of hands, the motion carried unanimously. 
  
Mission Center Financial Officer 
 Ron then read the letter from the First Pres-
idency after consultation with the Presiding Bish-
opric, recommending that the Conference support 
the appointment of William McFarlin as Financial 
Officer of the GPNW Mission Center. 
 It was moved by Bob Dobkins (Eugene) 
and seconded that the Conference sustain the ap-
pointment of William McFarlin as the Financial 
Officer of the Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mis-
sion Center. By show of hands, the motion carried 
unanimously. 
  
Sustaining of Mission Center Recorder 
 Kathy Sharp resumed the chair. It was 
moved by Bill Deam (Bremerton) and seconded 
that Kim Naten be sustained as the Mission Center 
Recorder. By show of hands the motion carried. 
  
Sustaining of Mission Center Council 
 It was moved by Jane Worlund (Samish) 
and seconded that the Mission Center Council, as 
listed in the Conference bulletin, be sustained as 
the 2014 GPNW Mission Center Council. In addition 
to staff members Mike Bessonette, Bill McFarlin 
and Kathy Sharp, they are Stan Corrington, Evan-
gelist (WA); Roschell Farnsworth, Teacher (OR); 
Jim Lloyd, High Priest (OR); Todd Sargeant, Priest 
(WA); Nancy McManus, Priest (AK), Jarom Mills, 
Teacher (OR) and Brenda Sargent, High Priest 
(WA). By a show of hands, the motion carried. 
 
Recognition of Finance Committee 
 Mission Center Financial Officer Bill  

  



McFarlin recognized and thanked those who 
served on the Mission Center Finance Committee 
during 2013, and submitted the following names 
for 2014: Lowell Davis, Bishop (WA); Stan Cor-
rington, Evangelist (WA); Dan Jackson, Elder 
(WA); John Stephens, Bishop (OR); Cheryl Davis, 
Elder (AK); Debbie Sullivan, Member (OR), and 
Doug Brown, Elder (OR). ). Mission Center staff 
Bill McFarlin and Kathy Sharp also serve on the 
Finance Committee. 
  
Sustaining of Youth Camping Team 
 Kathy Sharp read the names of the pro-
posed 2014 Youth Camping Team members: Sean 
Langdon, Director; Mary Schlenker, Dianne 
Webberley, and Brenda Sargent (new) repre-
senting Lewis River; Eleanor Bessonette, Diane 
Cardwell, and Jody Barnhart representing Re-
mote; and Laura Fish, Dorothy Wilgus and Rick 
Naten representing Samish Island. Bob Dobkins 
(representing Remote) and Roberta LaHue 
Brown (representing Lewis River) were thanked 
for their past service on the team. Terry Richard-
son (Puyallup) moved and it was seconded that the 
Youth Camping Team be sustained. By show of 
hands, the motion carried. 
 
Community of Christ Sings—Our Witness from 
Peace Colloquy: Peace, Justice, Song 
 Mary Richardson shared with the body the 
Peace Colloquy rollout of the new Hymnal. Carla 
Nilsen, Janelle Jegglie, Christian Skoorsmith and 
Jill Reents sang the new version of “There’s an Old, 
Old Path.” Mary also discussed copyright licensing 
for use of music (from the hymnal and otherwise) 
by congregations or in other settings, using CCLI 
and OneLicense (for music) and CVLI (for videos). 
 
Consideration of 2014 Budget 
 The written budget materials in the confer-
ence bulletin were reviewed during the Orientation 
and Discussion session previously. John Stephens 
(Portland) moved that the GPNW Mission Center 
2014 Budget be approved as presented in confer-
ence materials and the motion was seconded. John 

then spoke in support of the budget. A vote was 
taken and the motion passed unanimously.  
 

 Bill Deam (Bremerton) moved that the 
Conference take a 20-minute recess and reconvene. 
Motion was seconded and unanimously passed. 
 The meeting was called back to order at 
4:05 pm by President Kathy Sharp.  
 

 Following brief comments and a scripture 
reading, the following Priesthood calls were con-
sidered by the Conference: 
 
Call to the Office of Priest: Cecil McGuire, Jr. 
 Kathy Sharp presented the call to the office 
of Priest for Cecil McGuire, Jr., Mossyrock Expan-
sion Group, reminding the body that because 
Mossyrock does not hold congregational status, 
priesthood calls for this group must be approved 
by the Mission Center Conference. Group Leader 
Barbara Crask moved that this call be sustained 
and the motion was seconded. In addition to Cecil’s 
written testimony provided in conference materi-
als, he gave further personal testimony of his call. 
Affirmations of this call were given by Dorothy 
Wilgus (Puyallup), Phillip Hicks (Mossyrock), 
Bonnie Freeman (Puyallup) and Dale Rasmussen 
(Cowlitz Valley). The body voted unanimously to 
sustain and approve this priesthood call.  
 
Calls to the Office of Evangelist: Laurie Sharpe, 
Diane Cardwell and Eleanor Bessonette 
 Kathy Sharp presented the calls to the of-
fice of Evangelist for Laurie Sharpe (Garden 
Grove), Diane Cardwell (Redmond), and Eleanor 
Bessonette (Redmond) to the body. Susan Grego-
ry (Bend) moved that these calls be sustained and 
the motion was seconded. 
 Apostle Ron Harmon gave personal testi-
mony of the call to Evangelist for Laurie Sharpe. 
This was followed by Laurie’s personal statement 

  



in support of her written testimony (provided in 
conference materials), along with affirmations by 
John Berger (Garden Grove), Dianne Webberley 
(Garden Grove), Naomi Jacks (First People’s Non-
Geographical Congregation), and Susan Gregory 
(Bend). 
 Apostle Ron Harmon then shared his testi-
mony of the call to Evangelist for Diane Cardwell. 
Diane followed by sharing her testimony in sup-
port of her written statement (as found in confer-
ence materials). This was followed by affirmations 
of her call by Mike Bessonette (Redmond), John 
Smallwood (Redmond), Eleanor Bessonette 
(Redmond), Sandi Schubert (Eugene), and Mary 
Schlenker (Tuality). 
 Apostle Ron Harmon then offered his testi-
mony of the call to Evangelist for Eleanor Besson-
ette. Eleanor shared her testimony in support of 
her written statement (as found in conference ma-
terials). Affirmations of this call were offered by 
John Smallwood (Redmond), Diane Cardwell 
(Redmond), Dee Robino (Rogue Valley), Cheri 
Rushton (Auburn), and Lynn Sharp (Crystal 
Springs). 
 Following these presentations and testimo-
nies in support of the above priesthood calls to the 
office of evangelist, a vote was taken and all calls 
were unanimously sustained.  
 Presiding Evangelist David Brock offered a 
prayer of support for the candidates, followed by a 
hymn and a prayer of benediction on the business 
session by Elder Todd Sargeant. 
  

 There being no further business, President 
Kathy Sharp adjourned the meeting at 5:25 p.m. 
until the 2014 Annual Conference or at the call of 
the Mission Center Presidency. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 
  
Kimberley A. Naten 
Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center  
Recorder 

 

  



hen I first sang our new hymn, Come 
and Bring Light, from our new hymnal, 
Community of Christ Sings, I was pretty 

uncomfortable. I thought it was a Christian talking 
to other Christians, and exhorting them to bring 
their light to non-Christians. You know: those 
“people in darkness.” More than a little arrogant, I 
thought.  But the arrogance was all mine. I had to 
sing this song a few more times to realize that this 
is an invocation to God to bring God’s light to us...to 
ME...one of the people in darkness. I was humbled. 
I needed to open MY eyes to the human suffering 
around me, and invoke God’s light into very dark 
situations.   
 This hymn has taken on community signifi-
cance throughout GPNW, as it was sung by congre-
gational leaders as a devotional meditation in all 
three states at our Nuts & Bolts workshops. Let-
ting the hymn and the Holy Spirit speak to us, we 
silently listened to divine promptings of people 
and situations for which we needed to open our 
eyes and respond. Then, one-on-one, we shared 
deeply and relationally our sense of call to each 
mission.  
 For two years now, four of our congrega-
tions and support ministers have participated in 
Leading Congregations in Mission, developed by 
Apostle Ron Harmon and the World Church. Four 
of eight mission principles we’ve learned to apply 
are listed and interpreted below:  
 Mission begins with encounter (with God and 

each other) 
 Mission is relational (with God, ourselves, our 

congregation and our community) 
 Mission is risking something new (called to a 

new Creation into the future) 
 Mission is contextual (fitting a particular time 

and place)  
 The Christian church in the English-
speaking world, and also Community of Christ, is 
going through a profound birthing of a new church. 
Old forms of church are dying and being replaced 
by a relational church formed and grounded in 
scripture, sacrament, table fellowship, close aware-

ness and caring for each other’s lives, 24/7 disci-
pleship and spiritual practice. As a GPNW staff, we 
affirm that ministry must be relational and embod-
ied, as was Jesus’ ministry. Each disciple embodies 
the Body of Christ.  
 With what lens or yardstick can we capture 
a year of relational ministry in our Mission Center? 
We celebrate activities, the deepening of our disci-
pleship and relationship with God, our program-
ming and the number of people nurtured, transi-
tions in leadership (people stepping up and step-
ping down), ordinations, budding efforts and 
awareness of our responsibility to involve our-
selves in peace and justice issues (especially “when 
we choose to look elsewhere,”) and we look for evi-
dence of compassion shared with our neighbors far 
and near.  
 Much of our Body of Christ ministry, howev-
er, cannot be quantified or even highlighted. It is 
that personal. God’s mission happens quietly, pri-
vately, where two or three are gathered. This year, 
many disciples spent precious time with beloved 
members who were facing death, with grieving 
families, with youth and adults struggling with a 
sense of unworthiness, with preparing and cele-
brating with young couples entering marriage, and 
with those who were living through divorce. We 
helped individuals and families in economic crisis 
and community disaster. We invested our time 
with the abused and abusers. We supported our 
friends making a difference in Africa. Through it all, 
our hearts were both uplifted and broken by the 
new hymns in Community of Christ Sings. 
 Here are a few of the public highlights of 
God’s mission you made possible, since last we 
met:  
 

 We invite our members and our friends into 
a closer relationship (or a first-time awareness) of 
Christ through many efforts in each congregation 

What came into being through the Word was life, and the life was the light for all people.  The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness doesn’t extinguish the light. —John’s Good News: 1:3b-5 

  



and as a Mission Center. In the past year, we wit-
nessed 28 baptisms or confirmations into mem-
bership. Our youth camping program (11 at 
campgrounds plus two traveling camps, Caravan 
and SPEC, with IYF) served 352 youth, with the 
help of 182 trained and dedicated volunteers. (See 
Youth Camping, SPEC and Caravan reports on pag-
es 53-57.) Our five adult or intergenerational sum-
mer reunions served hundreds more people of all 
ages, many of whom are not participating in con-
gregations. (See reunion reports on pages 48-50.)  
 Noteworthy this year was the renewal of 
Northwest Singles, with the leadership of Tom and 
Susan Webber and a Singles Task Force. This 
ministry has developed deep and lasting relation-
ships among disciples who walk with each other 
throughout their life journeys. Also appreciated is 
Bend Congregation’s hosting of Bend Institute 
this summer, Creating a Spiritual Home, with guest 
ministry by Evangelist Scott Giles.  
 Inviting people to Christ through our camp-
ing programs requires maintaining and improving 
our campgrounds so they are inviting and hospita-
ble to our guests. Samish Island Campground As-
sociation’s new leadership team enjoyed an April 
weekend retreat to re-envision and affirm their 
current and future priorities for Samish. Lewis 
River Campground was blessed with generous 
contributions by its member congregations and 
individuals to repair their chapel roof and build up 
their capital development fund. Remote 
Campground Association subsidizes the camping 
program (reducing its fees) to encourage higher 
attendance at camping events. We are grateful for 
all the volunteers who attend work parties and 
participate on boards to keep these facilities func-
tioning and attractive. (See reports, pages 48-50.)  
 Congregational invitational efforts include 
Woodland Park’s annual Christmas Dinner and 
Drama, open to a wide community. (See flyer for 
this year’s play on page 64.) Puyallup and High-
land Park congregations offered community egg 
hunts. Highland Park also offers “Sharing in Com-
munity”—family-friendly Saturday activities for 
the neighborhood, with support from a Bold Moves 
Grant. Anchorage members from Mat-Su Valley 
Congregation started a home-based Jesus and Me 

(JAM) weekday program to offer Christian educa-
tion and fellowship to their children and friends. 
 Sheyne Benedict and Sean Langdon, with 
support from a Bold Moves Grant, initiated a new 
campus ministry to Community of Christ mem-
bers and friends attending Oregon State University 
at the invitation of our students there.  Webb of 
Life and Visiting Ministers brought inspiration, 
Spirit, life and light to hosting congregations across 
the Mission Center all year long.  
 We are grateful to Quorum President of Sev-
enty Robin Linkhart for bringing guest ministry to 
the Melchisedec Retreat, themed Invite People to 
Christ, held at Tuality Congregation in late Sep-
tember. Robin explored with us the importance of 
relational, personal ministry: walking with people 
on their spiritual and life journeys. Thank you to 
the High Priests/Seventy Leadership Team for 
planning and implementing this retreat.  
 

 We struggle with living into being an au-
thentic peace church. It’s an area for growth. Many 
of our compassionate ministries might also be con-
sidered peace and justice work. This year in Seat-
tle, priesthood marched with other clergy and com-
munity members to support racial justice and liv-
ing wages on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. With 
our ecumenical and interfaith partners, we support 
many peace and justice education and advocacy 
programs. In May, Community of Christ was a 
sponsor at the annual meeting of Ecumenical Min-
istries of Oregon. GPNW members and congrega-
tions have been strong donors and participants 
with Church Council of Greater Seattle.  
 For the third year, University Place Con-
gregation formed a team for the 34th annual 
Pierce County Hunger Walk, sponsored by Asso-
ciated Ministries of Tacoma-Pierce County. Half 
of proceeds help the county’s Emergency Food Net-
work—a non-profit distribution center for more 
than 70 food banks, hot meal sites, and shel-
ters. The other half goes to local and international 
hunger relief agencies designated by each walker.   
 Rainier Valley members participated in the 

  



National Night Out program in early August. Na-
tional Night Out is a nationwide program to help 
combat crime by getting to know your neighbors 
and being out and visible in your neighborhood. 
Sending invitations to every neighbor for two 
blocks on either side of the church, as well as to the 
Carrie House Church of God in Christ who shares 
the church facility, Rainier Valley hosted a ham-
burger-hot dog barbeque and an evening of fellow-
ship for 30-35 people.  
 As in previous years, Community of Christ 
congregations, members and friends were strong 
supporters of fundraising, board leadership and 
volunteering for Orphans Africa, founded by Com-
munity of Christ members Lisa DeGuzman, Carl 
Gann and Michele Torrey. Orphans Africa em-
powers the lives of children and widows in Tanza-
nia, one of the poorest nations in Africa. (See re-
port, page 52). 
 Environmental justice, or creation care, is 
critical for peace on the planet. This year, South-
ridge members self-examined each week of Lent to 
discover how they could reduce their consumption 
of natural resources. 
 Still in the planning stages and already co-
sponsored and publicized, Mission Center Learning 
Officer Christian Skoorsmith is leading a 100th 
Anniversary Commemoration of the 1914 
Christmas Truce on the Western Front in WWI. 
Through a Bold Moves Grant, Christian and Mission 
Center Communications Coordinator Karen Beck-
man have produced publicity for a non-traditional 
celebration of peace breaking out among enemy 
troops brought together by Christmas. This sur-
prising moment in history reminds us that peace 
among enemies is possible and always preferable 
to war. The event will be held December 18 at 7 
pm. (See flyer, page 68.) 
 

 

 Abolishing poverty and ending poverty is an 
audacious stretch goal, and it is the focus of so 
many of our congregations’ missional efforts. Each 
year I find more and more congregations—no mat-
ter what size—are applying their unique gifts to 

respond to need in their neighborhoods.  
 With the help of a new Bold Moves Grant, 
Cottage Grove decided to “Squash Out Hunger.” 
With the agricultural expertise of their pastor, 
Melissa Fery, the congregation selected one food 
to grow and donate to their local food pantry: 
acorn and butternut squash! In their first season, 
they donated 7,200 pounds of squash to their food 
pantry and almost 2,000 pounds more to other lo-
cal community organizations. Other congregation-
sponsored community gardens continue impres-
sive results feeding the hungry in their communi-
ties year after year, including Samish, Roseburg 
and Albany.  
 Many other congregations participate in 
feeding and sometimes offering overnight hous-
ing up to a week at a time to hungry and homeless 
individuals and families, including Bend, Salem, 
Redmond, Portland, Puyallup, University Place, 
Fairbanks, Mat-Su Valley, Rainier Valley, South-
ridge and Woodburn. Other congregations sup-
port children anonymously with weekend back-
packs filled with food, such as Auburn, Rogue 
Valley and Tuality. Fairbanks financially sup-
ports a soup kitchen, Joel’s Place, and The Door, a 
new teen homeless shelter 
 Cowlitz Valley continues to relationally 
support teens and young adults “aged out” of 
foster care. They provide a gathering and fellow-
ship place for them at their church and offer friend-
ship, supportive life-skills and spiritual mentoring. 
Olympia Congregation offers hospitality to boys 
transitioning from juvenile detention that live 
next door to their church. Every other month 
throughout 2014, Rainier Valley partners with 
Teen Feed in South Seattle to provide a meal and 
fellowship with homeless teens in the Rainer Beach 
area. Eight to ten members of the congregation 
prepare and serve the meal and clean up on the ap-
pointed Thursday nights. Neilton Congregation, 
long connected to the youth of its small communi-
ty, started a college scholarship program for 
youth. 
 Redmond Congregation and Jericho Road 
support a bike ministry led by Ken Card-
well. This ministry provides bikes for kids and 
adults in the city of Redmond, Oregon. Ken and his 

  



crew work with the local police and merchants to 
restore found or damaged bikes for distribution. As 
of October 15, the bike ministry has provided 
$24,000 worth of bikes to the community, and 
Ken’s work was recently featured on local TV.   
 Fairbanks continues their blanket minis-
try, which has expanded to an elementary after-
school program and to a teen homeless shelter. 
This is a ministry that older members who are 
homebound can support and continue making a 
difference.    
 Mat-Su Valley found another practical way 
to end suffering by providing coupons for show-
ers, towels and toiletries for homeless teens. 
They also support prison ministry in Wasilla and 
donate blankets to needy families and the Wasilla 
Fire Department. Members from Cottage Grove 
Congregation and in Burns, Oregon support Op-
eration Christmas Child, filling shoeboxes with 
Christmas gifts for children and teens.  
 Yakima’s Caring Ministries continue to 
reach out to those in the community that need per-
sonal encouragement, assistance in basic living 
skills, grief counseling, and friendship. Portland 
Congregation received another Tangible Love 
Grant from World Church Mission Tithes to sup-
port FolkTime, a socialization program for adults 
with mental and emotional challenges.  
 Crystal Springs, Samish and Woodland 
Park congregations matched a World Church obla-
tion gift of $5,000, for a total of more than $12,000 
donated to the Red Cross in Snohomish County to 
relieve suffering caused by the nearby Oso Mud-
slide last spring.  
 

 All these creative, faith-empowered good 
works won’t happen without first developing disci-
ples to serve.  
 Thanks to many volunteer teachers, more 
than 75 people participated in Temple School, 
the backbone of our adult education. Courses were 
offered in Auburn, Bend, Eugene, Portland, Ren-
ton, Southridge, University Place and other con-
gregations. Other priesthood joined our three ordi-
nands taking their pre-ordination Evangelist train-
ing. Seventies did the same with our two new can-

didates for ordination to Seventy. We called, pre-
pared and ordained 14 priesthood members 
since last conference. 
 With coordination by John Smallwood, 
World Church authors piloted a new course for 
Elders, in Bend this October. Guiding Adult 
Learning, a workshop created and taught by Mis-
sion Center Learning Officer Christian 
Skoorsmith, was offered in four locations this 
year, exclusively within GPNW. The course brought 
entirely new content and focus on intentionally 
shaping “learning” in all facets of congregational 
life. 
 Six Nuts & Bolts workshops for congrega-
tional leaders were held last spring and summer 
at University Place, Southridge, Eugene, Selah, 
Fairbanks and Mat-Su Valley. Full Saturdays were 
packed with principles for effective teams; founda-
tional principles for mission; effective and spiritu-
ally-forming pastorate meetings; priesthood cove-
nants; tough topics; mandatory reporting for min-
isters; stewardship of property, money and rela-
tionships; learning new hymns; and more. Nearly 
150 pastors and other leaders participated, with 12 
GPNW staff members leading large-group and 
break-out sessions for mission. Volunteers at every 
hosting congregation helped with necessary logis-
tics. Each Sunday following the spring Nuts & Bolts 
workshops, Apostle Ron Harmon or (then) Apos-
tolic Assistant David Nii led a conversation with 
priesthood and disciples about Becoming a Bless-
ing, exploring recent counsel to the church regard-
ing the calling of priesthood and discipleship.  
 Throughout the year, 270 individuals com-
pleted Registered Youth Worker Training taught 
by Sean Langdon and Christie Ostendorp. We 
have 30 new registered youth workers since last 
conference. Independently, Mission Center Finan-
cial Officer Bill McFarlin continued to deepen our 
understanding of Disciples’ Generous Response 
with reunion and congregational audiences. Sever-
al members from our Puget Sound congregations 
benefited from special ecumenical learning oppor-
tunities last winter with Seattle University’s 
Search for Meaning, and again in the fall with an 
ecumenical workshop, Weaving Our Strengths, 
coordinated by The Church Council of Greater 

  



Seattle.  
 Recently, several GPNW members attended 
last month’s Peace Colloquy in Independence, God 
Weeps, to learn how we can be even more effective 
in abolishing poverty and ending suffering.  
 

 All five mission initiatives must be holisti-
cally engaged to equip congregations for mission. 
Four congregations—Auburn, Crystal Springs, 
Tuality and Woodburn—are now joined by Port-
land in the World Church three-year pilot, Leading 
Congregations in Mission. The program involves 
intensive spiritual practices, building trusted rela-
tionships within a shared leadership team, effec-
tive communication, vision, leadership, and mis-
sion development. Further, it prompts leadership 
teams to encounter God, each other and their com-
munities, asking essential questions about God’s 
desire for a congregation’s mission and future. 
Many of the principles and tools from this pilot are 
already being shared across the Mission Center by 
participants in the program.  
 Intensive working retreats among West-
ern Field staff and GPNW Mission Center staff have 
recalibrated what’s most important for the life of 
our churches in the 21st century. Essentially, min-
istry is based on authentic relationships, not super-
ficial transactions. 
 Mission Center staff and priesthood mem-
bers; John VanDerWalker (Western Field), and 
recently, Apostle Ron Harmon, have offered fre-
quent, personal and customized support to our 
members in Fairbanks and Mat-Su Valley 
(including Anchorage) in Alaska. They, in turn, gra-
ciously and generously coordinate and host us on 
our ministry visits. Alaskan participation in World 
Church and Mission Center activities in the “lower 
48” and ministry travel to their homes in Alaska 
has been supported by the Alaska Travel Fund. 
(See report, page 45.)  
 Ongoing focused support for Highland 
Park revitalization continues, as does work with 
other congregations, as needed, forecast or re-
quested.  
 Even as we engage in the ongoing work of 

equipping congregations for mission, we also expe-
rienced the sad loss of key members who embod-
ied Christ’s compassion. Each person is irreplacea-
ble, yet their specialized ministries call us to carry 
on. We are saddened for the congregations who 
lost so many faithful, beloved members last year. 
We share your grief and loss. 
 We celebrated the 60th Anniversary of East 
Wenatchee Congregation, on December 7. We 
rejoice that High Priest Val Walker accepted the 
position of Portland Congregation’s new full-time 
pastor and welcome her family to the Pacific 
Northwest. 
 Other transitions include joyful Superannu-
ations for four devoted priesthood: Winston 
Inslee, Samish Congregation, and Jim and Elaine 
Harrington and Hazel Bauer, Rainier Valley Con-
gregation. We thank Gerrie and Mike King for re-
turning as Camp Hosts and Caretakers at Remote 
Campground, and thank their son and daughter-in-
law, Jess and Heather King for their service at Re-
mote. We are grateful for the service of Jennifer 
and Ian Watson as Kitchen and Camp Caretakers 
at Samish Island Campground, who will be transi-
tioning to new opportunities this month.  
 Finally, I am grateful to all of you for your 
faithful, generous, resourceful and creative disci-
pleship in your congregations, relationships, and 
communities. We live in a culture that promotes 
self-fulfillment, personal achievement and acquisi-
tiveness. Instead you have chosen self-giving com-
passion, gratitude for God’s abundant provision 
and the opportunity to proclaim and embody Jesus 
and the Kingdom of God in our midst. Praise God! 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Kathryn Sharp 
Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center  
President 

  



  



  



  

hen I was in high 
school and begin-
ning to really un-

derstand what the different 
priesthood roles were about, I 
was very drawn to the role of 
Seventy. I remember thinking, 
“I want to serve in that office 

someday! It just sounds so cool and exciting!” This con-
cept of being focused on helping lead the efforts with 
inviting people to Christ captured me. I had a deep de-
sire to baptize new disciples. When I was ordained to 
Elder, I purchased a pair of water socks to keep in the 
trunk of my car because I never knew when the oppor-
tunity to baptize someone at a camp or elsewhere 
would arise. Every time I see them in my trunk, I am 
reminded of my commitment to help bring people into 
relationship with Christ and our faith community.  
 I still have that same burning desire to partner 
with God and other followers of Christ to engage in re-
lationships that invite people to Christ. As I was work-
ing in Homeless Ministries at Puyallup Community of 
Christ, I became increasingly aware that I would soon 
be receiving a call to Seventy. I have a strong sense of 
calling to collaboratively work with congregations in 
assisting them to move out into their neighborhoods 
and build the Kingdom of God by living out the message 
and mission of Jesus Christ. I have a strong sense of call-
ing in working with our youth as they form their disci-
pleship. In a culture that speaks against organized reli-
gion because of misunderstandings and past hurts, I 
seek to bring a message to our youth that shows Jesus’ 
inclusion of all at the table and unwavering love for 
everyone there.  
 I am humbled to be called by God to serve in 
this enhanced ministerial capacity. If my call is sus-
tained, I anticipate partnering with other Seventies in 
our Mission Center, as well as all of you, to bring the 
Mission of Jesus Christ to a region yearning for Christ’s 
inclusive message of Joy, Hope, Love, and Peace. 
 
 
 
  

ean Langdon was born and raised in 
Snohomish County, WA. In January 2013, he 
moved to Eugene OR after sensing a call to relo-

cate following a Mission Center guest ministry role at 
the Remote Family Reunion in 2012. He was ordained 
a Deacon at 21 years of age in 2006 and later an Elder 
in 2010.  
 Sean began working for Community of Christ in 
2012. He currently serves as the Director of Youth 
Camping, Congregational Support Minister, and is also 
the self-sustaining GPNW Young Adult Ministries Spe-
cialist. Currently he is enrolled in studies at Lane Com-
munity College. Sean is the Co-Director of the Sr. High 
Camp at Camp Remote and Spectacular Northwest Del-
egation Co-Leader.  
 Sean has served in many roles including Associ-
ate Pastor, Communications Coordinator, Youth Lead-
er, and has directed or served on the planning team for 
several camps, retreats and reunions. He has also 
served as Vice Chairperson of the Puyallup Homeless 
Coalition and was a site Co-Coordinator for the Freez-
ing Nights Homeless Shelter Ministry there.  
 Sean enjoys spending time with friends, going 
tent camping, and spending time outside in the beauti-
ful Northwest! More than anything, he loves promoting 
and living out the Social Justice message of Jesus Christ 
and invitation to Discipleship. 



  

ver the past few years, 
I have felt an urgency 
building within, a 

strengthening of Spirit and 
call which has caused me to 
search and test. Then I re-
ceived a phone call that 
rocked me out of my comfort 

zone. A phone call informing me that I had been 
called to the office of Seventy.  
 This is a call I have sensed for many years, 
yet when it was presented I questioned inside, 
“Why me now?” Many answers have come strong 
since that day. I accept this call with my whole be-
ing. I will do all I can to fulfill this call to be a fore-
runner of God’s peace in the way God has created 
me to.  
 May I always be found “ready and willing to 
share the hope that is in me with meekness and hu-
mility” so others may know also of the love and 
hope in Jesus Christ. Here I am Lord! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

orothy (Crask) Wilgus grew up in 
Puyallup WA Congregation as a fourth 
generation Community of Christ member, 

and has served as an Elder since 1985. She was co-
creator of several outreach programs and sang 
with “Matthew, Mark, Luke and Dorothy” until re-
turning to college in 1992. She has served as Stake 
Missionary Coordinator, Women’s Advisory to the 
Stake President and Temple School instructor. She 
also served as Co-Pastor for Puyallup Congregation 
and as Group Leader in the development of 
Mossyrock Emerging Group and Camp Mossyrock, 
a summer youth camp for young community chil-
dren. She currently serves on the Youth Camping 
Team and as a youth camp counselor, and focuses 
on youth and the ILM group in Puyallup. 
 Dorothy earned a bachelor’s degree in edu-
cation from Central Washington University and a 
master’s degree in school counseling from the Uni-
versity of Washington. She currently works as an 
elementary school counselor for the Puyallup 
School District, where she serves on the District 
Counseling Committee, Crisis Team, Homeless Coa-
lition, and Student Leadership with disadvantaged 
children.  
 “In my spare time I love to build, get my 
hands in the soil, and work with animals.” Dorothy 
and her husband, Glen, have one child, Kevin, and 
live in Puyallup, Washington.  



he year 2014 proved to be another year of 
adventure in the pursuit of Christ’s mission 
in Alaska. I made three trips to the Great 

Land, which included an early spring trip (think 
winter), a mid- to late-summer trip, as well as a 
short trip for the annual Alaska Retreat with 
Apostle Ron Harmon. 
 The results of our exploration are probably 
better related by 
members of the Alaska 
congregations in Mat-Su 
Valley and Fairbanks, as 
well as members in the 
Anchorage area, than by 
me, but here are some 
observations: 
 An after-school youth 

group has begun in 
Anchorage led by 
Jessica Williams and Laura 
Eastham. This group is modeled 
after a pretty standard and 
effective process: feed kids, teach 
kids, play with kids. Each 
meeting has a lesson and craft 
and a meal. Materials for 
learning vary, but include Jesus 
and Me and Jack and Jen material 
available from World Church. 

 Experimentation with worship is 
happening, with various methods 
being tried. Mat-Su Valley has experimented 
with meeting at a table and sharing in table 
fellowship for the entire time together, which 
allows for participation by anyone who wishes 
to speak up. Fairbanks has experimented with 
small group sharing during worship, which is 
deepening relationships and strengthening the 
sense of community. 

 Both congregations are looking for ways to be 
engaged in community. Fairbanks continues 
its blanket project and is expanding the outlets 
that distribute them. Mat-Su Valley has served 
in a homeless soup kitchen (once on Easter 
Sunday!) and is investigating opportunities for 
partnership in serving the homeless, and is 
zeroing in on homeless youth. 

 Mission Center President Kathy Sharp 
presented a small portion of the Nuts & Bolts 

workshop in both Fairbanks and Mat-Su Valley 
with good response in both places. This 
workshop that centered on shared leadership 
really started some serious conversations 
about how congregational life can change to 
better serve mission and share responsibilities 
with the pastor. 

 I have continued to try to make connections 
with the communities of Wasilla and 
Fairbanks through service organizations 
and businesses. One organization I made 
a connection through was the The Folk 
School in Fairbanks. Dwight Coppock 
and I learned to forge a tomahawk during 
two afternoon classes. This allowed us to 
interact with other men and their sons as 
we worked with fire and steel, using 

machinery and hammers. Our 
instructor, Mark Knapp, and his 
wife, Angel, have become friends of 
mine, and I try to see them every 
time I am in Fairbanks. Dwight was 
able to connect with Mark and 
found commonality in people that 
they knew. 
 Youth worker training was 
provided by Christie Ostendorp, 
and shared leadership concepts 
and conversation was held by 
Kathy Sharp. 
 The Alaskan Saints held an 

Alaska Retreat in October, and guest ministry 
was provided by Apostle Ron Harmon. 
Leadership for youth ministry was provided by 
Christie Ostendorp. 

 Mission is a long journey in the same direction. 
There is an increased awareness and an 
emerging desire to be more engaged in Christ’s 
mission in both congregations. Next steps are 
being addressed by GPNW staff, with plans to 
provide expanded conversation and learning 
on shared leadership. 

 This initiative is also having an effect on 
mission thinking in the field, as Apostle 
Harmon and I work together on developing a 
“missional methodology” that we hope will be a 
help to church leaders in the future.  

  

Submitted by John VanDerWalker, Alaska Task Force 



Submitted by Shawn Sahlberg, Bend Congregation Pastor 

he year 2014 has been a year of many 
blessings and transitions for Bend 
Congregation. Our leadership structure 

changed as Craig and Tami Perryman departed to 
ministry roles in Los Angeles. Despite this loss, we 
continue to have rich experiences in worship, 
mission activities and fellowship. Through our 
congregational food pantry and serving meals at 
Family Kitchen, we help provide food for the 
community. These missional activities allow us to 
live out our call as Christians.  
 We ended our RV ministry this year, 
which served homeless veterans who were 
ready to transition into permanent stable 
housing. With great sadness, we ended this 
tangible expression of the “worth of all 
persons.” The county supported our efforts, 
but code restrictions did not allow us to 
continue. We are currently discerning 
additional ways we are called to move out in 
this and other ministries. 
 Spiritual formation and worship are 
key elements of our 
congregational life. 
A spirituality 
support group 
meets twice a 
month and has 
attracted several 
friends of the 
church, as well as 
members of the 
congregation. The 
theme for this 
year’s Bend 
Institute was: “Creating a 
Spiritual Home.” Activities 
and worships were 
designed to deepen our 
relationship with God and 
each other. We hope to 
continue an emphasis on 
spiritual formation and 
discernment of God’s call. 

We are also celebrating three baptisms that took 
place this summer.  
 The City of Bend is moving forward with the 
proposed Urban Growth Boundary Expansion that 
direct ly affects the value of our 29 acres of land. 
We continue to engage in conversation with city 
and county officials, so we can be positioned to 
move at the proper time in regards to the property. 
We keep the loan with the Mission Center a matter 
of constant prayer and conversation. We are 

extremely grateful for 
the generosity shown 
to us by the Mission 
Center. A question we 
frequently ask is, 
“When is the best 
time to consider 
selling property to 
cover our debt?” It 
does not appear to be 
the best stewardship 
to sell part of our land 
at this point. But we 
are remaining open 
and continuing to 

seek guidance. We ask you to 
keep Bend Congregation in 
your prayers. Thank you for 
your friendship and support. 

  



Submitted by Steve Pomeroy, Committee Chair 

he Bold Moves Grants initiative was ap-
proved by the GPNW Conference in 2007, 
to provide a total of 

$25,000 per year in grant 
awards to congregations 
and groups within the Mis-
sion Center, as seed money 
to encourage new efforts in 
mission and/or church 
planting. The first grants 
were awarded in the spring 
of 2009. As we gather for 
our fall confer-
ence, we celebrate 
what has been a 
fast and produc-
tive five years of 
missional bold 
moves in the life 
of our congrega-
tions and groups. 
 From those 
first three grants 
that encouraged 
community contact (through pie-baking 
skills at Southridge Congregation and 
community gardens at Roseburg and Al-
bany congregations) to some of this past 
spring’s grants (helping to provide basic 
needs for people in the Garden Grove 
neighborhood, “squashing” out 
hunger in Cottage Grove, begin-
ning a campus ministry at Oregon 
State University and celebrating 
the pursuit of peace in the com-
memoration of the 100th anniver-
sary of World War I’s Christmas 
Truce), the embrace of Bold 
Moves Grants mission has 
reached into every area of the 
GPNW Mission Center. 
 The awarding of 37 grants, 
totaling nearly $120,000, has 
done far more than do good 

deeds. In unique ways, Community of Christ has 
become a partner in many of the communities 

where its groups and congrega-
tions exist. In some cases, where 
few knew the congregation was 
present, there now would be a 
hole in the community if it were 
not there. The opportunities to 
share Christ’s message made re-
al in tangible ways has also pro-
vided opportunities to invite 
many to become acquainted with 
ministries and relationships that 
can better and change lives 

through elements of congregational life. 
 Personally, I am also extremely 
grateful to those who serve on the Bold 
Moves Grants Committee, many of whom 
have been there from the beginning. Their 

careful evaluation 
of applications, 
wise decision-
making and en-
couraging sugges-
tions to recipients 
is a valuable part 
of Bold Moves 
Grants’ success 
that should not be 
overlooked. 
 Tara 
Blohm’s desire to 

serve is greatly appreciated as she leaves 
the committee at the end of this year.  
Continuing to serve on the committee for 
2015 are Eleanor Bessonette, Mike 
Bessonette, Kathy Bowman, Dan Jack-
son, John Smallwood, Mary Dell Wil-
liams, Bill McFarlin and Kathy Sharp. 
 Five years and counting! Will 
your dreams of mission be the next ones 
to plant and grow with the help of a Bold 
Moves Grant? The next set of applica-
tions is due April 15, 2015!  

  



  

Submitted by Dave Polly, Board President, and Shari Amos, Reunion Director 

he Lewis River Campground continues to 
be a lively place. A lot of work on the 
grounds was completed this year.  

 One noticeable improvement is the Chapel. 
The campground board identified the chapel roof 
as a project for the 2014 late summer time frame. 
Requests for funds began at the June 2014 reunion, 
with a budgeted amount of $20,000. What a 
wonderful response from the congregations, as 
over $28,900 was given for this project. The total 
cost for removal of old roof and repair, new metal 
roof installed, paint, and 
new gutters is anticipated 
to be about $13,500; the 
gutters have not yet been 
purchased and installed at 
press time. The funds 
above the $13,500 are 
moved to the capital 
development fund for the 
campground. 
 At the fall work 
week, volunteers were able to paint the 
chapel and nine cabins in the “D” and “E” 
rows. The colors of the buildings are 
moving to earth tones. The fresh paint 
gives the cabins a nice new look. 
 The operations side of the 
campground has been able to meet 
expenses. We booked clients through most 
of the year. Many youth groups from other 
denominations and several high school 
choirs use the grounds. Many lives are 
touched by the good Spirit that walks the 
grounds, even when we are not there. This year, we 
look to have about $70,000 in income from users. 
We already have the campground booked for 2015 
with income projected to be near $75,000, as more 
clients come to us. 
 This fall and winter, we look to having a 
plan to address the septic sewer system and 
continue with updates to the lodge and dining hall/
kitchen. 

ive baptisms were the highlight of the week 
at Lewis River Reunion 2014. Gathering at 
the beautiful and peaceful creek for so many 

turning their lives to Christ made all of us think of 
our own commitments and relationships to God 
and each other...a spiritually uplifting and 
significant time.  
 Other significant moments came from our 
guest ministers, Apostolic Assistant Dave Nii and 

Mission Center Learning 
Officer Christian 
Skoorsmith. Our thanks go 
out to them for providing 
such great ministry!  
 The rest of the week 
included classes taught by 
talented teachers, worships 
planned by gifted planners, 

and fellowship 
brought by all 
of those in 
attendance. As 
usual, the 
Wednesday 
barbeque was a 
big hit, and 
many of us 
enjoyed the 
warm feelings 
of sitting on the 
grass, picnic 
style, soaking 

up each others fellowship and God's beauty. So 
many people offered their time by doing a myriad 
of chores, helping with worships and all the other 
ministries that provide a special week for all those 
in attendance. Thanks to everyone for their efforts 
in creating a community for the week. 



Submitted by Mike Grohs, Board President 

 
 

  

ll of our camps were well attended this 
year. Once again, Senior High Camp at 
Remote was a combination of kids from 

both the Remote and Lewis River Campground 
areas. It's an example of cooperation that will only 
pay dividends in the future 
 Apostle Bunda Chibwe and his wife, Jenny, 
were at Remote for reunion this year. They were 
very well received, and reunion was a great 
experience for all.  
 We have new caretakers at Remote, Gerrie 
and Mike King. Gerrie and Mike are long-time 
members from Roseburg Congregation and were 
previous caretakers for Remote some years ago. 
I'm very excited to have them back because I know 
how industrious and caring they are. We thank Jess 
and Heather King for their work as caretakers 
over the last two years. We appreciate their 
contributions and hard work that they put in the 
last two years, and we wish them the best.  
 In September, we had a work day on which 
we took our worship tent down (always a big job) 
and poured concrete pads for some new benches. 
The concrete work was done primarily by Stan 
Simonsen, with help from a slew of others. 
Caravan donated one of the benches, and Jim 
Montoya is refurbishing an old bench that had 
been donated years ago to better than new status. 



Submitted by Mark Chapman, Board President, & Cindie Ellwanger, Reunion Director 

amp Samish is a place of spiritual growth, 
learning, fellowship and service. Here are 
the 2014 numbers: 35 events, 6,465 camper 

days, and over 17,171 meals served. The operating 
budget was $251,130, and we are projected to end 
the year with a surplus. We have a total of 
$178,797 in operating reserves and endowment 
fund investments. For 2015, our budget is 
$260,100, with 39 events on the calendar. 
 We are grateful for our volunteer caretakers. 
Few of us have any real idea of the level of constant 
year-round work they do. Please extend your grati-
tude whenever you see them. Camp Managers Don 
and Sydney Brady and daughter Chloe are in their 
second year. Thanks to them, we are in solid shape 
for 2015. Food Service Manager Jennifer Watson 
and family Ian, Emmy, 
Beau and Noel are com-
pleting their fourth season 
and have given notice that 
they will be moving on at 
the end of the year. Please 
join us in expressing our 
gratitude for their service 
and the legacy of improve-
ments they leave.  
 2015 major mainte-
nance projects include: 
caretaker residences up-
grade, de-junking and organizing the lower dining 
hall, repair and cosmetic work on the “Brown Re-
stroom,” replacing the camp van, and re-siding the 
kindergarten classroom. 
 Our major development project will be to pur-
sue funding for an outdoor sport court in a new lo-
cation behind and to the west of the CFC. We heard 
loud and clear that although there was support for 
adding a facility that could serve our youth, pre-
serving the open space along the corridor from the 
Dining Hall to the CFC was a greater priority. 
 We welcome Mike Skoor to the Samish Island 
Campground Association Board in 2015 and thank 
Doug Dobkins and Daisy Chapman who are com-
pleting terms. A major task is to update our strate-
gic plan. This involves reviewing our business 
model, creating a single master plan that integrates 
new development with major maintenance, and 

establishing a funding strategy that is sustainable. 
We have gone “back to the base” to listen to ideas, 
needs and concerns of those whom we serve. Input 
was gathered via caucus meetings, small group dis-
cussions, board member outreach and the Strategic 
Planning Survey. We heard from camp directors, 
teachers, cooks, neighbors, nonprofit event direc-
tors, attendees, and community organizations.  
 Here’s some of what we heard: Be mindful of 
over-developing and losing the spiritual and natu-
ral beauty of the place. Be mindful of providing fa-
cilities that serve all; especially youth and those 
with accessibility needs. Be good stewards by 
maintaining what we have. Build a substantial en-
dowment fund. Create more “gathering places.” 
Consider co-hosting events that could reasonably 
share the space. Build more bathrooms, the closer 

to where people sleep the 
better. Look at the sustaina-
bility of our volunteer model. 
Assure that Samish is there 
for future generations. 
 We know Samish is s 
blessed place… a “thin place” 
where the veil between heav-
en and earth is easily perme-
ated, a place to know God and 
to reflect on calling and pur-
pose. We are grateful to the 
many who are dedicated to 
that mission.  

 

 Samish Family reunion was a great success 
once again. Guest ministers David and Carolyn 
Brock blessed the reunion with their wonderful 
ministry. The adults were almost out numbered by 
youth and children. We had almost 190 in attend-
ance.    
 Pam Deming was the big hit of the week with 
her crafts. I believe kids of all ages (2-82) enjoyed 
making pillows. Just ask Dave Harrison if he en-
joyed his pillow making!  
 As I think back on this reunion, I am reminded 
of what a pleasure it is, and has been, to serve our 
Mission Center as reunion director. I look forward 
to the 2015 Samish Reunion with Linda Booth as 
our guest minister. Hope to see you there! 

  



  

Submitted by Mike Bessonette 

eading Congregations in Mission is an inno-
vative and ongoing field-based pilot to help 
congregations embody and live Christ’s mis-

sion in a changing world. 
 The purpose of LCM is to equip the Pastor 
Leadership Team to cultivate a new culture (i.e. 
way of being) where discernment, experimenta-
tion, and creation of new forms and expressions of 
ministry and mission become the new norms. To-
gether we seek to become the “Word made flesh” in 
tangible ways that connect with our surrounding 
culture! 
 The Greater Pacific Northwest Mission Cen-
ter has five congregations participating in LCM, and 
each is supported by LCM Support Ministers. Port-
land Congregation is newly added in the fall of 
2014. The congregations and support ministers 
are: 
 

 Auburn:   Susan Webber  
   Tom Webber 
 Crystal Springs:  Bev Corrington 
   Stan Corrington 
   Steve Pomeroy 
 Portland:  Val Walker 
 Tuality:   Mike Bessonette 
   Marsha ShortWebb  
 Woodburn:  Tim Polly 
 
 For the past two years, these congregations 
have participated in retreats, spiritual practice, dis-
cernment and shared leadership. The outcome in 
each congregation will be different based on their 
unique nature and the leading of the spirit. This 
Leading Congregations in Mission pilot is funded by 
a dedicated donation with the purpose of finding 
ways to lead congregations to mission in the twen-
ty-first century.  

If you truly would be Community of Christ, then embody and live the concerns and passion of Christ. 
(Doctrine and Covenants 164:9c) 



Submitted by Carl Gann, Secretary-Treasurer 

rphans Africa has made great strides this past 
year, thanks to the loyal and generous support 
of our donors! Please help OA continue to be a 

part of relieving poverty and human suffering 
through education. Visit our Conference display table 
or visit us online at www.orphansafrica.org. Asante 
sana! 
 

 In March, OA held its fifth annual benefit auc-
tion at the Temple Theater Ballroom in Tacoma, WA. 
This year’s generosity netted over $82,000! The pro-
ceeds have benefitted all OA projects. Thanks to all 
who volunteered and to all 
who attended!  
 

Next years’ auction will 
be held Saturday, March 
7, 2015 in Tacoma, WA. 

Mark your calendar! 
 

 At the end of November 2013, Mwaji officially 
became a registered school with the Tanzanian gov-
ernment. This is a huge success! Now it is officially 
recognized by the government, and students can take 
the national examinations at the school. As of July 
2014, 183 students attend in four grade levels, and of 
those 103 are listed as orphans. In the most recent 
National Examinations, Mwaji students scored the 
7th out of 35 schools in their District. This is an out-
standing accomplishment considering that the neigh-
boring government school in the same district scored 
34th. OA continues to provide infrastructure, furni-
ture, textbooks, and teaching aids, such as laboratory 
equipment. In March 2014, OA received a grant from 
the Pendleton-Reid Foundation to build a science la-
boratory, which is now under construction and is to 
be completed by the end of this year. In May 2014, OA 
sent three orphan girl students and one teacher from 
Mwaji to Arusha (in Northern Tanzania) for a two-
week long course on permaculture, a type of sustain-
able agriculture practice. Upon their return to Mwaji, 
they have taught other students this practice, built a 
goat house and purchased goats. The goats will pro-
vide milk to the girls living in the dormitory, as well 
as reproduce the goats to sell. They intend to contin-
ue building up this project by eventually constructing 

a garden so that the girls can help feed themselves 
and eventually the rest of the students. Because of the 
success of the health care insurance at the Isandula 
Center, OA has recently purchased health care insur-
ance for all the orphans at Mwaji. OA also hired a new 
headmaster, secretary, accountant, girls’ dormitory 
matron (supervisor), and security guard. An OA 
board member brought two donated laptop comput-
ers and a printer to the Mwaji school for the adminis-
trative staff, as well as smoke/fire detectors and ex-
tinguishers for the girls’ dormitory. OA provided so-
lar power for the girls’ dormitory as well as the ad-
ministration building. 

 

Students at the Marilynn 
School continue to outscore other 
schools in their national examina-
tions, coming in 8th out of 58 
schools in their district and all 

standard four and seven students passed. Currently 
there are 300 students in attendance; 56 are orphans. 
The tuition from the 244 non-orphan students covers 
all operational costs of the school, as well as orphan 
care. The Marilynn School—once in shambles pre-OA, 
and with only one set of textbooks—is now self-
sustaining.  
 

 The Isandula Center is OA’s most ambitious 
project, with the proposed construction of a vocation-
al-technical school for teens and young adults on 80 
donated acres. The Administration Building is now 
completed. OA is also applying for grants to start the 
voc-tech courses; the first course will be a driving 
school. In the mean time, a nursery school for or-
phans and destitute children is currently operating 
on campus (and will continue to operate even once 
the voc-tech school is up and running). Together with 
the in-town rented nursery school, 140 children, of 
which 71 children are orphans or too poor to pay, re-
ceive their ABCs, 123s, health care, and daily por-
ridge. In the last year, 75 students out of 105 were 
able to go to the hospital, and most of them went sev-
eral times because of the health care insurance, so we 
know that this is worth $4 a year per student.  

  

http://www.orphansafrica.org


  

Submitted by Susan Webber 

e enjoyed great Singles events in 2014, 
including our Memorial Day Weekend 
Retreat at Lewis River Campground in 

May, our Summer Reunion at Samish Island 
Campground over the 
July 4th holiday, and 
our Fall Retreat at Sam-
ish Island Campground 
in September. 
 Our guest minis-
ter at reunion, High 
Priest Denise Leichter 
from Santa Barbara, 
California, was very 
well received and has announced that she is 
pleased to return for our 2015 Reunion, scheduled 
for August 16-22, 2015 at Samish Island 
Campground. Denise introduced us to the "Five 

Wishes" that was recently a workshop at Portland 
Congregation by Denise Boyles.   
 Next year, we will have our Memorial Day 
Weekend Retreat at Lewis River Campgound on 

May 23-25, 2015, and 
Fall Retreat at Samish 
Island Campground 
over Halloween week-
end, October 30-
November 1, 2015. 
 If you or a friend 
(who is single, widowed 
or divorced) are inter-
ested in attending a 

Northwest Singles event, please contact Tom or 
Susan Webber (tlwebber@yahoo.com or 
pray4compassion@yahoo.com) or Evangelist Lynn 
Roberts (lmroberts1@comcast.net) for the details! 

he dates for IYF (International Youth 
Form) were July 15-18, and there were 
about 1,000 youth in attendance from 

North America, Europe, French Polynesia, Australia 
and Asia. It was a won-
derful time together of 
worship, sharing, mu-
sic, drama and learn-
ing. Several in the 
Northwest Delegation 
said it was their favor-
ite of the two events. It 
was an opportunity for 
our youth to get to 
know and learn from 
peers around the 
globe. Many are still in 
touch through social 
media. 
  Spectacular was held July 19-26. This was a 
truly spectacular event for our youth. It was the 
largest Spec since the last IYF year, with a few 

more in attendance than at IYF. We had 56 campers 
and 18 staff from all over the Northwest, including 
Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, 
Illinois and Missouri. The campers participated in 

sports, arts, music, 
leadership and wor-
ship opportunities 
throughout the week. 
One highlight of the 
week was the baptis-
mal service for three 
campers. It was spirit 
filled and amazing.  
  Planning is al-
ready underway for 
Spectacular 2015. The 
dates for next year’s 
camp are July 15-25. 

Campers must have completed grades 9 through 12 
in high school to participate in Spec. More infor-
mation about next year’s events will be available 
later in the fall. (See page 74.) 

Submitted by Mike Bessonette 
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You are not alone if you are lonely. When you feel 
afraid, you're not the only. We are all the same in 

need of mercy. To be forgiven and be free. It's all you 
got to lean on but thank God it's all you need. And all 

the people said Amen, oh and all the people said 
Amen. Give thanks to the Lord, for His love never 

ends. And all the people said Amen.  
—From “All The People Said Amen” by Matt Maher 

 
his song from Matt Maher became a staple 
during the worships on the 2014 Caravan 
trip. By the end of the experience, and for 

weeks following the trip, campers and staff could 
be heard singing the catchy lyrics. As I prepared to 
write my youth camping report, I reflected on the 
songs that shaped my summer in youth camp min-
istries. The lyrics found here particularly spoke to 
me when I considered the 
ministry offered at our 
youth camps in the GPNW 
Mission Center.  
 It was another 
great summer at all of our 
youth camp experiences. 
We shared in laughter and 
fun as we played and fel-
lowshipped together. Our 
campers and staff grew as 
disciples of Jesus Christ as 
they learned the basics of 
mission and what it means 
to serve. All drew closer in their relationships with 
God as they engaged in spiritual practices, wor-
ships, and spent time in nature. All of our youth and 
adults engaged in deeper connections with each 
other as they shared their stories, affirmed one an-
other, and looked beyond differences to embrace 
the diversity that was resident within. 
 

 In 2014, we operated 11 youth camps at 
three campgrounds and two traveling youth camps 
(Caravan and SPEC). 
 182 dedicated volunteers staffed our youth camps. 

 352 campers attended a campground youth 
camp, Caravan, or SPEC/IYF.  

 We had one very successful youth camp direc-
tors and Camping Team rep meeting. 

 We offered multiple teleconference training ex-
periences. 

 

Counselors, friendships, activities...So many stories to 
share. 

Being accepted and included. 

The kids were respectful, attentive and responsive in 
classes. They were genuinely introspective, eager 

learners. Relationships with 
one another and with God 
grew as the week went on. 

Ministry to children who 
struggled with personal is-

sues. 

Spiritual and extreme bond-
ing moments for youth and 

staff to create memories 
that will last a lifetime.

  
 These quotes are 
just a sampling of the high-
lights and successes given 

by parents, staff, and directors on our 2013 youth 
camp surveys. The forming of relationships are cru-
cial to our camp experiences. Healthy relationships 
with self, each other, God, and all of creation were 
formed and broadened at all of our youth camps 
this past year. These survey responses are a reflec-
tion of that.  
 A lot of time and energy was focused on the 
creation of a Youth Camp Staff Manual. After many 
hours of visioning, brainstorming, creating, and lots 
of revision, we are almost ready for it to go to print. 
It will be released to our directors at the 2015 
Youth Ministries Summit. The manual will include 
youth camp staff descriptions, policies & guidelines, 

Submitted by Sean Langdon, Youth Camping Director 

  



best practices, camp planning tips, forms, and so 
much more. I’m so excited to finally get this re-
leased and in the hands of all who staff our youth 
camps.  
 This past spring, we created a Youth Camp 
Staff Volunteer Survey that all were invited to take. 
This helped us create a database of volunteer po-
tentials for our directors. We are always looking for 
youth workers to staff and even direct our youth 
camps. If you are interested in staffing or directing 
a youth camp in the future, please contact Sean 
Langdon, GPNW Director of Youth Camping.  
 We continue to look with visionary minds 
and open hearts as we approach the current and 
future needs of our youth camps. Many of our 
youth camps struggle with 
the recruitment of campers 
and/or adequate staff volun-
teers. We have continued to 
share in conversations over 
the viability of all the youth 
camp experiences we offer 
and will continue to do so as 
we move forward into the 
future. It is important that we 
continue to offer sustainable 
and healthy youth camp ex-
periences moving forward.  
 

 On the weekend of February 27-March 1, 
2015, there will be a Youth Ministries Summit at 
Lewis River Campground. (See page 69.) This free 
training and networking opportunity will feature a 
variety of youth ministry learning opportunities. 
Seventy JoAnn Fisher, Mission Coordinator for the 
Inland West Mission Center, will provide guest 
ministry for this event. Plan now to attend. Offerto-
ries will be taken to help defray the expenses of the 
event. Anyone who provides youth ministries, or 
that is interested in doing so, is invited to attend. 
  Planning for the 2015 youth camp program 
is already under way. Directors have already start-
ed their camp planning and staff recruitment. I am 

already filled with excitement as I think about the 
number of lives that will be transformed yet again 
because of the affirming ministry of Christ’s love 
that will permeate our youth camping program 
again next year. May we all partner together to en-
sure another blessed year of growth, acceptance, 
and nurturing as we continue to develop our chil-
dren and youth into disciples of Jesus Christ. “And 
all the people said Amen.” 
 

…

 Many amazing volunteers make our youth 
camping program a huge success every year. 2014 
was no different! Thanks to all of you who do 
amazing service in the name of Jesus Christ for our 

youth camping pro-
gram. 
 
Youth Camping 
Team 
 I am grateful 
for the input and wis-
dom of the represent-
atives who serve on 
the Youth Camping 
Team. This past year 
they provided undeni-
ably affirming and vi-
sionary feedback that 
helped shape our 

overall program. They were instrumental in assist-
ing me with the creation of our Youth Camp Staff 
Manual. Your Youth Camping Team representatives 
were also great advocates for the directors, staff, 
campers, and overall program! 
 
Directors 
 I am so thankful for an amazing group of 
youth camp directors who put in so much time to 
ensure a great camp experience for our children 
and youth. They were: 
 SAMISH: Christine Campbell (Genesis), Laura 

Fish & Karen Powers (Mungai), Kim Naten 
(Kluane), Mark Chapman & Erik Skoor 

  



  

(Chimacum), and Catherine Peter (Kimtah) 
 REMOTE: John B. Wigle (Kids Camp), Stan   

Simonsen (Jr. High Camp), and Sean Langdon 
(Sr. High Camp) 

 LEWIS RIVER: Sharon West (Zarahemla), Russ 
Roberts & Andrew Hagman (Jr. High Boys), 
and Ashley Whitham & Maria Keesee (Jr. High 
Girls) 

 CARAVAN: Troy & Jody Barnhart 
 SPEC NW DELEGATION LEADERSHIP TEAM: 

Mike Bessonette, Sean Langdon, Kelly 
Mongrain, and Carla Nilsen, along with John 
Chatburn (Representing Inland West).  

 Some of 
these directors 
are moving on to 
pursue other min-
isterial opportu-
nities. Thank you 
to John B. Wigle 
(Remote Kids 
Camp), Laura 
Fish & Karen 
Powers (Samish 
Mungai), and 
Mike Bessonette 
(SPEC Leadership 
Team) for your amazing work as youth camp direc-
tors. John Chatburn from Inland West MC will also 
be transitioning off the SPEC NW Delegation Lead-
ership Team. Though he represented a different 
Mission Center on the team, his representation on 
the team greatly benefited our Mission Center as 
well. We are grateful for the ministry that all of you 
have provided.  
 We welcome Mollee Mongrain as the new 
director for Samish Mungai, Celina Beer as the as-
sistant director for Samish Mungai, Eric  
Blickenstaff as the new director of Remote Kids 
Camp, and Mary Schlenker as the co-director 
(with Sean Langdon) of Remote Sr. High Camp. Ad-
ditionally, Lynn Chapman will join the SPEC NW 
Delegation Leadership Team as the new Inland 
West Representative. We are thankful that all of 
these disciples have responded to the call to serve! 

All Who Serve 
 We are thankful for all those who staffed our 
youth camps in 2014. You are an amazing group of 
youth workers. 
 We are thankful to the congregations who 
offer scholarships for their campers to attend camp. 
 We are grateful for the campground caretak-
ers who support our youth camps behind the 
scenes and help create a welcoming experience for 
all the staff and campers. 
 We are thankful for the Mission Center staff 
members who help recruit staff, offer support, cre-
ate communications, manage the finances, assist 

with creating recruit-
ment resources, etc.  
 We are thankful 
to the parents, aunts, 
uncles, grandparents, 
friends, neighbors, etc. 
who helped recruit 
campers, transported 
youth to/from camps, 
and provided financial 
assistance to send kids 
to camp.  
 Finally, we want 
to express a deep level 

of gratitude to EVERYONE who supported our 
youth camps in some way during the 2014 camping 
season.  



  

he 2014 Youth Venture for Christ-Caravan 
program theme was “Finding Faith,” 
written by our very own staff member 

Sheyne Benedict. It focused on a woman who lost 
her faith, and reconnected with it by helping 
others. It wasn’t the faith of her parents; it was her 
faith.  
 The Youth Venture focus is “Developing 
Disciples to Serve.” We had five pre-trip “huddles;” 
to prepare for the trip, held as far north as Auburn, 
Washington, as far South as Medford, Oregon, and 
as far east as Bend/Redmond, Oregon. Thirty-one 
youth made the venture 
trip to Idaho. 
 We started our 
1,450 mile venture in 
Eugene and drove to 
Boise. The next day we 
traveled to Buhl. After the 
program, the youth 
enjoyed God’s handiwork 
with the beautiful sunset 
over the Buhl 
countryside.  
 The next day we 
were off to Pocatello, our 
most eastern destination, 
where we accomplished 
our first community 
outreach, assisting at a 
food bank. We had a fun, 
fierce competition between two groups 
repackaging corn and beans! In all, we repackaged 
7,200 pounds of food.  The Caravan youth and staff 
will never forget all the hospitably shown by the 
Saints there, and how overjoyed the young kids 
were to see us. “You put us on the map,” claimed 
Donna, Pocatello’s pastor.  
 We were next off to Hagerman to go door-to
-door collecting canned food for the Hagerman 
food pantry. In a short time, we collected over 273 
cans of food, which well stocked their food pantry. 
Our community outreach made the local paper; feel 
free to read the article from June 24, 2014, at 
tdunlap@magicvalley.com. 
 As we traveled home, we stopped at the 

Meridian Water Park and then New Plymouth 
Congregation. We were extremely blessed by the 
sharing of both the Caravan youth and the 
congregation. We were early to rise the next 
morning to get to our two community outreaches. 
One group was sent to Habitat for Humanity, where 
we recycled complete walls for a library to use the 
wood and nails for future builds. Tamara Benedict 
and Katie Barker were vicious in their crowbar 
skills of tearing out walls! We accomplished for 
them what would have taken the volunteers at 
Habitat a month or more of work. The other group, 

under the leadership of 
Shainy Manual, repackaged 
frozen corn. We left the 
community liaison in tears, 
overwhelmed at how giving 
our group was to total 
strangers. That’s what we are 
called to do: abolish poverty 
and end suffering.  
 We were next on to 
Baker City, where we hoped 
we could bring comfort to the 
congregation, which lost one 
of their pastors earlier to a 
horrifying car accident. After 
our visiting over pizza, you 
could see the pastor become 
at ease and feel the Spirit we 
hoped to bring her. We are 

called to bring ministry to whomever and 
wherever, to be the hands and feet of God. 
 All in all, we accomplished over 290 hours 
of community outreach during our week. We were 
able to share the program with six congregations 
and make an everlasting impression on so many. 
 Next year’s program theme is, “All Are 
Called!” Our trip will take us to Santa Barbara, 
Sacramento, the San Francisco Bay area, Fairfield, 
Medford, and possibly Simi Valley. Our final 
ministry will be given in Eugene on June 28, 2015 
at 10 am. Youth, plan now to join us! (See page 73.) 

Submitted by Jody Barnhart, Co-Director 
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Submitted by Sean Langdon, Young Adult Ministries Specialist  

s I reflect on the state of Young Adult Min-
istries in the GPNW Mission Center for 
2014, I am overjoyed and blessed. In many 

ways, ministries designed specifically for young 
adults have greatly reduced over the past few 
years. At first glance this could be viewed negative-
ly, but for me it shows that we have many congre-
gations with active young adults, and broader plan-
ning of young adult-focused ministries hasn’t been 
as needed. This shows that our young adults are 
being spiritually and relationally fed in Community 
of Christ congregations. They have been mentored 
into congregational ministries and leadership roles, 
where they have dis-
covered purpose in 
their discipleship.  
 For the GPNW 
Young Adult Ministries 
Team, it was retreats 
that became our focus 
in 2014. We had three 
retreats over the past 
year at the three differ-
ent campgrounds in 
our Mission Center. In 
February, a small 
group of us gathered at 
Lewis River 
Campground for a win-
ter getaway in the lodge. We laughed, worshipped, 
hiked, and played. Over Memorial Day weekend, we 
held our first young adult retreat at Camp Remote 
in many years. This was a huge success, with many 
campers. Highlights included a day trip to the 
beach in Florence, OR, evening worships, many 
games of cutthroat mafia, lots of time for play, and 
an Island-themed dinner! Ministry was given by 
our retreat pastor, Katie O’Keefe-Knobel, with ad-
ditional ministry from Anita Mortimer.  
 Our annual fall retreat at Samish Island 
Campground has been a long-time event that many 
look forward to every year. This year was no differ-
ent. We played, worshipped, laughed, and shared 
together. Seventy Dan Gregory, Associate Mission 
Center President for Lamoni-Heartland Mission 

Center, provided guest ministry. Our theme classes 
were focused on the Sermon on the Mount. Our Sat-
urday evening consisted of a Christmas in October-
themed dinner and activities. We ate a traditional 
turkey meal, had a white elephant game exchange, 
worked on a Christmas puzzle, decorated sugar 
cookies, and sang Christmas carols. We look for-
ward to the fall 2015 retreat at Samish with guest 
ministry provided by Dave and Carolyn Brock.  
 In April, Sheyne Benedict and I started the 
groundwork for a new campus ministry experience 
at Oregon State University (OSU). With the help of a 
Bold Moves Grant, we look forward to seeing 

where God leads us on 
this new ministry en-
deavor as we Invite 
People to Christ and Ex-
perience Congregations 
In Mission at OSU.  
 In August, we 
also shared in a visit to 
the Oregon Zoo and 
then a barbecue dinner 
at Mary and Wes 
Schlenker’s home! 
Many young adults 
came and shared in a 
day of fun and fellow-
ship.  

Thanks to Teresa Brown (GPNW North), Mary 
Schlenker (GPNW Central), and Sheyne Benedict 
(GPNW South) for their work on the GPNW Young 
Adult Ministries Team in 2014. With Teresa 
Brown’s recent move to Michigan we do have an 
open position on the team and are currently look-
ing for a new GPNW North Young Adult Ministries 
Coordinator. Contact Sean Langdon if interested 
or with suggestions. 
 As 2014 comes to a close, we look forward 
to a Christmas event this December in the Portland 
area and many other opportunities for fellowship 
and ministry that are to come in 2015! (See page 
66.) 

  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



Caravan Leadership Retreat 11/14-16/2014 Sunriver 

LCM Retreat 11/14-16/2014 Samish Island Campground 

Lewis River Sr. High/Camp Israel Reunion 11/14-16/2014 Lewis River Campground 

TS SS101, Intro to Scripture Online Course 
11/18, 11/25, 12/2, 

12/9/2014 
Online Course 

Woodland Park Dinner & Drama 11/30/2014 Nordic Heritage Museum 

GPNW Sr. High Youth Winter Retreat 12/5-7/2014 Lewis River Campground 

Christmas Truce Commemoration Event 12/18/2014 Univ. Temple United Methodist Church 

Kitchen and Cabin Work Day 2/21/2015 Samish Island Campground 

Youth Ministries Summit Retreat 2/27-3/1/2015 Lewis River Campground 

Orphans Africa Dinner and Auction 3/7/2015 Tacoma, WA 

Caravan Dinner-Auction 3/14/2015 Eugene Congregation 

Pastors' Retreat 4/10-12/2015 Lewis River Campground 

Leading Congregations in Mission Retreat 4/17-19/2015 Samish Island Campground 

GPNW Women's Retreat 4/24-26/2015 Hood River, OR 

Western Mission Field Seventies Gathering 4/24-26/2015 Happy Valley Campground, Santa Cruz CA 

Discipleship NOW 5/2-3/2015 TBD 

Mission Center Staff Retreat 5/11-13/2015 Powell Butte Retreat Center 

Samish Camp Genesis 6/5-7/2015 Samish Island Campground 

Samish Adult Reunion 6/13-19/2015 Samish Island Campground 

Caravan Trip 6/20-28/2015 Eugene to California 

Lewis River Reunion 6/28-7/3/2015 Lewis River Campground 

LR Jr. High Boys Camp 7/5-10/2015 TBD 

Samish Family Reunion 7/5-11/2015 Samish Island Campground 

Sr. High Camp at Remote 7/5-11/2015 Camp Remote 

Remote Jr. High Camp 7/12-18/2015 Camp Remote 

Samish Camp Kluane 7/19-25/2015 Samish Island Campground 

Samish Camp Chimacum 7/26-8/1/2015 Samish Island Campground 

LR Jr. High Girls Camp 7/27-8/1/2015 Lewis River Campground 

LR Camp Zarahemla 7/28-8/1/2015 Lewis River Campground 

Remote Kids Camp 7/29-8/1/2015 Camp Remote 

Remote Family Reunion 8/2-8/2015 Camp Remote 

Samish Camp Kimtah 8/2-8/2015 Samish Island Campground 

Samish Camp Mungai 8/9-15/2015 Samish Island Campground 

NW Singles Reunion 8/16-22/2015 Samish Island Campground 

GPNW Young Adult Retreat 10/2-4/2015 Samish Island Campground 

Discipleship NOW 10/17-18/2015 TBD 

NW Singles Retreat 10/30-11/1/2015 Samish Island Campground 

Mission Center Conference 11/7-8/2015 Portland Congregation 

  



9-9:45 am 
Registration—Check in; pick-up lunch tickets; visit  
fundraisers/informational tables 

9:45-10 am Gathering Hymns 

10-10:45 am Opening Worship 

11-Noon Delegate Orientation & Discussion 

Noon-2 pm 
Lunch—Enjoy a fabulous catered lunch on site (pre-purchase of 
lunch tickets required); lunch meetings 

2-5:30 pm Business Session 

6-10 pm Sr. High Youth & Young Adults Dinner & Game Night 

7:30-9 pm Hymnal Workshop with Jane Gardner 

7:30-9:15 am Pastors’ Breakfast—The Grotto: 8840 NE Skidmore Street, Portland 

9:30-10:40 am HymnFest 

11-12:30 pm Ordination Worship 

12:30 pm Conference Adjourns 

NOTICE  
The Greater Pacific Northwest (USA) Mission Center photographs and videotapes portions of our Conferences 
to enhance the effectiveness of our communication both to our current members and as an outreach tool in 
communities our Mission Center serves. We may use this technology in a variety of ways that may include the 
preparation and distribution of DVDs, as well as posting all or portions of our events on our website. We are 
providing this notice so that you are aware of this activity. Participation in our events presumes your permis-
sion for us to use your image in future communications. If you have questions, comments or concerns please 

feel free to contact the Mission Center President or Financial Officer.  


